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SHOULD CHILDREN BE In CHURCH? 


By Joan Teebagy 


Recently, in some parishes, there has been much dis- 
cussion about whether or not children should be in church 
during Divine Liturgy and/or other services or whether 
they should be attending Church School (or nursery for 
the very young) during church services. Should children 
be in church? The answer lies in how the church is 
viewed and what you see or want for your children in the 
life of the church in the future. 

Should children be in church? Definitely. Disagree? 
Please read on. In my early twenties as a young single 
woman in charge of a Sunday School and as a profes- 
sional teacher, my answer from a theoretical viewpoint 
would have been: “Definitely. You can’t teach in a 
vacuum. You can’t teach about the life of the Church if 
children are excluded from that life.” In my home parish 
at that time, such a question would not have even been 
entertained. Children were part of the church family. 
They were expected to be in church and were a welcome 
part of the services, even with their “holy noise,” “litur- 
gical movements” and all. 

We never knew any different. Are they a distraction 
to others? Sometimes. But they are Orthodox Christians 
in the process of maturing; they will become regular 
churchgoers if they attend church on a regular basis from 
the beginning. Did I know how difficult it was to bring 
children to church at that time? No. 

Now as a young mother of three children, Alexander, 
who at this writing, just turned five, Elizabeth who is 
almost three, and Nathaniel who is 9-1/2 months, my 
answer to “Should children be in church” would, from a 
theoretical viewpoint, developmental viewpoint, etc., still 
be a resounding yes. Is it easy? No. Does it take prepa- 
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ration and planning? Yes, lots of it. Is it worth it. Defi- 
nitely. 

Being a wife of a priest, some people now believe my 
children somehow behave differently in church, because 
they are used to it or because my husband is the priest. 
Being used to it? Well, that’s the point. Any child will 
learn certain behaviors in certain situations if they are 
used to it and exposed to it on a regular basis. Is it easier 
because my husband is the priest? I am able to use the 
term “Daddy” instead of “Father John” when pointing 
out things during the church service. However, growing 
up in my home parish, we all had a closeness with the 
priest, and I remember my parents saying the same things 
to my brothers and sisters and me. We had the same 
reverence and respect — perhaps even a little more, 
since to very young children, the priest may represent 
God while Daddy is just Daddy. In an answer to a 
mother’s question of “Who is that?”, instead of saying 
“Father John,” a child of three responded “That's God!” 

In reality, my children are no different from any other 
children their age. Alexander, at five, can be expected to 
pay attention a little bit longer than Elizabeth who is 
two; and, of course, nine month Nathaniel will just look 
and take everything in and let out a scream here and 
there. I have had my moments when I wonder whether 
itis worth it or not. | have made my treks to the back of 
the church when my children have become a little too 
noisy or rambunctious or made trips to the bathroom — 
often at the most inopportune times during the Liturgy. 
At some bleak times, I wonder if those who say children 
should not be in church are maybe just a little bit right. 

Cont. on page 3 
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These moments are rare, since I am shaken back into 
“God's Kingdom and His welcome of little ones when my 
son suddenly asks about a particular icon or asks what 
“mercy” means or my two year old daughter sings along 
With the choir with a chorus of “Alleluia” or “Lord have 
mercy” or how she crosses herself every time she hears 
“Father, Son and Holy Spirit” or even when my infant 
son just watches with great curiosity the censer being 
shaken or listens intently as the bells are being rung. 
Is my time in Divine Liturgy different now with chil- 
dren? Yes. Would it be easier for me during Divine 
Liturgy if they were in a class instead of church? Yes, 
ut that’s not what I want for my children. I want them 
o be involved with Christ and the Church. This is what 
„want for them now and in the future. If I keep them on 
he fringe now, they will be involved only in the fringes 
f the Church later. At this time, being with my children 
uring Divine Liturgy is my work for God and His 
church. If I don't have the opportunity to hear every 
ord of the Liturgy or miss the response to one of the 
Detitions or even not be able to sing in the choir, as I have 
| my life, I can believe that my job now is to raise my 
ittle children to worship the name of God, to know my 
rayers are offered through my children, as I watch them 
t their tender age recite the Lord’s Prayer and receive 
he Body and Blood of Christ through Holy Communion 

to know I have tried my best to make them a welcome 
art of God’s worshipping family. 

By regular attendance in church, children learn and 
1otice more than we will ever know in the short term, but 
his knowledge and discipline will become a reality and 
part of their existence in the long term. One parent, | 
as recently speaking to, admitted that she thought that 
he would be the last person to say children should be at 
ivine Liturgy rather than Church School. She has no- 
iced that her children have learned so much during their 
ime in church, have become used to the length of the 
ervice, and have made observations and asked ques- 
ions about what they see and hear. However, it is not 
ithout a great deal of effort and patience on the parents’ 
art. Following are some suggestions that will help you 
ith your little children as you make the life of Christ 
nd His Church part of their life. 

1. Sit as close to the front as possible. Children need 
o see what is happening. This also helps with their 
nttention and eventual understanding of the service. You 
‘nay feel uncomfortable doing this, thinking your chil- 
dren will be a distraction to adults. Please don’t. It is the 
children’s job to learn how to be a part of the Divine 
Liturgy at their level, and it is the adult’s job to be 
-olerant of this learning process and not expect children 
-o be adults. (Look around and see some of the adult 
»ehaviors, such as talking. This is more of a distraction 
-o priests than a child’s “holy noise.”) Don't expect 
young children to sit still for the whole service Or stay 
quiet. This is unrealistic and counter-productive. | never 
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Say to my young children “Don’t talk” but rather “Whis- 
per.” Movement can be restricted but not prohibited. My 
two and a half year old can move around a little bit more 
and sit on the floor while my five year old is expected to 
sit on the pew and stand with minimum of movement. 

2. Bring materials for the children. This can be the 
children’s liturgy books, picture books, crayons, and 
small snacks. Let the children know what is acceptable 
and what is not — this will change as the children get 
older. | don’t expect my two and a half year old to stay 
still as much as my five year old is expected to do. As 
children learn to read, an illustrated Divine Liturgy book 
may be sufficient. Don’t overdo on activities. At times, 
our pew was so cluttered with the various things packed 
for the children. Now I have learned to bring much less 
and set up routines for the children to follow. 

3. Prepare your children for the Liturgy. Try to 
read the Gospel reading for the day to your children on 
Saturday night. Explain to the children that they will 
hear this in the church, and have them listen for key 
words during the Gospel. During church, whisper to 
them to remind them to listen to the gospel story. On 
special days, such as Elevation of the Cross on Orthodox 
Sunday, have them bring in their own cross or icon so 
they can participate in their small way. Have children 
prepare an offering envelope that they can place in the 
collection baskets. Children as young as two can recite 
the Lord’s Prayer. Teach it to your children and encour- 
age them to recite it during church. 

Teaching your children certain routines such as light- 
ing a candle before church, watching for the Little and 
Great Entrance, listening to the Gospel, receiving Holy 
Communion on a weekly basis, reciting the Lord’s Prayer, 
etc., not only breaks down the service so it is manage- 
able for young children, but also teaches them a lot about 
the Divine Liturgy itself. (Your children will surprise 
you with their own observations and habits as my two 
year old daughter has, who, without any coaxing, crosses 
herself at every “Father, Son and Holy Spirit” and who 
sings “Alleluia” and “Lord have mercy” — this from a 
child who is described as the “wild” one of the family.) 
As your children grow older, expect and teach more. If 
you do not know enough about the Liturgy to teach it to 
your children, find out. What a great opportunity to 
enhance your own spiritual life. As your children grow 
older, encourage them to participate in the Divine Lit- 
urgy and the life of the community by singing in the 
choir and serving in the altar. 

4. Ignore comments that belittle your effort to 
make your children part of the church life. People 
who make these comments about behavior of children 
have little understanding of what the Church is about or 
Christ’s acceptance and welcome of little children. | 
have found that my tolerance level is lower and my 
children’s behavior appears to be worse when I am more 
concerned about what people are thinking rather than 
concentrating on encouraging my children during the 
Divine Liturgy. Don’t let “bad” days discourage you. 

Cont. on page Il 
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FAMILIES: LET'S 
TALK To EACH 
OTHER 


by Robert Snyder 


Talk is a precious commodity these days, especially 
around the house. Recent surveys have revealed, exclud- 
ing criticism or commands, discussion of substantiative 
issue of conversation amounts to as little as eight min- 
utes per weekday for fathers and eleven minutes per 
weekday for mothers. 

In an article in the Journal of Child Development, 
Marse Richards and Elena Duckett write that the inhibi- 
tor of family interaction is not the working mother. In 
1994, a study revealed that the amount of time working 
mothers spent interacting with their 10-13 year olds 
differed little from non-working mothers. 

So where does the conversation time go during the 
hours spent with children after work — a black hole? 
Two studies, one conducted in 1976 and replicated in 
1981 by psychologists, Jacquelyn Eccles and Susan Goff- 
Timmer of the Institute for Social Research at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, revealed the real focus on the fam- 
ily time in a study of 1,500 households. The study found 
that parents and children spent a quarter of their time 
together watching TV. It was also found that the family 
members related more with the television set and inter- 
acted very little with one another. Non-working mothers 
spent eight hours per week watching TV as opposed to 
working mothers who watched TV seven hours per week. 
For both groups, non-television time was spent doing 
housework rather than talking to their children. 

The Church in its affirmation of marriage and family 
life in Canon 15 of the Council of Gangrea condemned 
anyone who refused to nurture his children and “shall 
neglect them, under the pretense of asceticism.” While 
we do not use the pretext of asceticism anymore, none- 
theless children in America across a broad spectrum of 
faith, race and economic strata seem to be experiencing 
the adverse effects of neglect in the presence of their 
families. 

Because of the Church’s idealization of the family as 
“the little Church,” there is a great deal of pressure on the 
nuclear family to live up to the idealization placed on it. 
The Church, because of this idealization, has been slow 
to examine and train parents in their role as parents and 
nurturers. 

The “family” is the crucible in which values coalesce. 
Values cannot be transferred without regular quality 
interaction. By interaction, we do not mean giving or- 
ders or instruction or yelling. Interaction is a meaningful 
exchange of words. 

The author of “Explaining Family Interaction” (Sage, 
1995), Anita Vangelisti, Professor of Communications 
at The University of Texas in Austin, states that there is 
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a tremendous lack of one on one communication be- 
tween parent and child; and, “we don’t seem to have 
improved over the last 15 years.” 

Studies have also shown that communication worsens 
as children enter adolescence. In the book, Divergent 
Realities: The Emotional Lives of Mothers, Fathers and 
Adolescence (Basic Books, 1994), Reed Larson and 
Maryse Richards studied 55 families. In the study, re- 
searchers found that children withdraw from the family 
as they get older. This retreat results in a subsequent 
drop in conversation. Children often stated that they 
wanted to be alone. Parents faced with this uncomfort- 
able situation often obliged because of passivity, lack of 
energy or the difficulty presented by the situation. The 
result was teenagers who felt abandoned or depressed. 

Professor of Psychology at the University of Wash- 
ington in Seattle, Dr. John Gottman, says that one of the 
worst things that can happen is for a parent to withdraw 
from the child during the adolescence period. In his 
book, Why Marriages Succeed and Fail (Simon Schuster, 
1994), Gottman states: “The majority of adolescents 
keep relying on their parents for advice and guidance 
even if they seem to resent it. It’s crucial for parents to 
provide this. Withdrawal has terrible consequences.” 

In his book, Foundations for Christian Education, Dr. 
John L. Boojamra writes: “The first objective of the 
ministry of the family is the growth and nurture of 
healthy personalities.” Again he writes: “The family is 
the best learning situation, precisely because in it human 
interaction is both intensive and extensive.” The impor- 
tance of nurture in the Christian family cannot be under- 
estimated. Nurture can only take place if there is mean- 
ingful interaction. | 

The importance of the “silent family studies” is that 
this interaction is not taking place in the families of non- 
working mothers — working mothers and fathers aren’t 
much help either. Quality interaction time has been dis- 
placed by low quality media time. 

Christian educators and parents must continue to re- 
affirm the importance of the family as nurturer and 
educator in a Christian sense. The idealization of the 
family institution should not cloud the reality of what is 
taking place within it and the improvements that can be 
made to it. Education programs geared toward family 
nurture can be of great value in correcting the “silent 
family syndrome” that pervades our society, and assist in 
the family’s role in transferring Christian values and 
morality between the generations. + 

Reprinted from “OCEC News,” May 1995 
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CONVOCATION 
46TH ANNUAL 
A.R.O.Y. CONFERENCE 


““United in Faith” 
AUGUST 17-20, 1995 


In accordance with Article II, Section 2, of the A.R.O.Y. 
nstitution and By-Laws, notice is hereby given that the 
nual Conference of the American Romanian Orthodox Youth 
‘Il be held at St. George Cathedral, 18405 W 9 MILE RD. 
UTHFIELD, MICHIGAN. Phone: (810) 569-4833, 

+ NATHANIEL, Bishop 

Schedule of Events 

ursday, August 17 
7:00-9:00 p.m. Registration @ Hotel 


iday, August 18 


8:00 a.m. Registration @ Cathedral 
Breakfast 

9:15 a.m. Invocation of the Holy Spirit 

9:30 a.m. 46th Conference Convenes 
(Session I) 

11:30 a.m. Workshop I 

12:30 p.m. Lunch 

1:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal (classroom #1) 

1:30 p.m. Meetings, Session II 

4:00 p.m. Friday meetings close 

6:30 p.m. Dinner 


8:00-midnight 
uturday, August 19 


Evening Festivities 


8:00 a.m. Late registration 
Breakfast 

9:00 a.m. Meetings Reconvene 
(Session III) 

11:30 a.m. Workshop II 

12:30 p.m. Lunch 

1:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal (Church) 

1:30 p.m. Meetings, Session IV 
Elevation of ‘94-‘95 Board 
Adjournment 

3:00 p.m. Delegate photographs 


Vespers / Confession 


7:00-midnight Debutante Cotillion 


8:30 p.m. 1995 Debutante Presentation 
nday, August 20 

9:00 a.m. Matins 

9:45 a.m. Entrance of the Hierarch 
10:00 a.m. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy 
12:30 p.m. Dignitary Reception 

1:00 p.m. Festive Closing Banquet 


Accommodations 
Detroit/Farmington Hills 
Clarion Hotel & Executive Suites 
31525 W. Twelve Mile Rd. 
Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
Tel. (810) 553-0000, Fax. (810) 553-7630 
Rates: $54.00 + tax/night 
Reservations must be made before August I, 1995 
Refer to “AROY Convention” for group rate when making 
servations. 
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Directions 
To St. George Cathedral 

From Cleveland, Ohio and the east. Ohio Turnpike to 
Exit 5 (Toledo/Detroit). Follow I-480 North through Toledo. 
Take I-75 North toward Detroit. Exit at Southfield Road. Turn 
left and follow Southfied Rd. north (Southfield Rd. becomes 
Southfield Freeway, M-39. Stay on Freeway.) Exit Southfield 
Freeway at Eight Mile Rd., M-102. Cross over Eight Mile and 
proceed north on service drive. Turn left and cross bridge to 
STOP sign. After crossing bridge turn right and follow to right 
traffic light. You will see the Cathedral complex on left hand 
side. 

From Chicago, Indianapolis, and the west. Follow I-94 
East toward Detroit. After passing through Jackson and Ann 
Arbor watch for M-14 North. Take M-14 to I-275 North. 
Follow 275 to I-696 East. Take 696 to M-10 (Northwestern / 
Lodge Freeway). Follow M-10 and exit at Nine Mile Rd. Go 
to traffic light, Cathedral will be on opposite right corner of 
Nine Mile. 

To Cathedral From Clarion Hotel 

Turn right out of hotel drive and proceed to light (Orchard 
Lake Rd.). Turn right and take I-696 East (entrance ramp 
loops off to the right). Follow 696 to M-10. Stay on M-10 
(Northwestern / Lodge Freeway) to Nine Mile Rd. exit. Take 
exit, follow service drive to traffic light (Nine Mile Rd.). 
Cathedral is on opposite right side of Nine Mile. 
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May 13 - June 20, 1995 
We gratefully acknowledge the following donations and 
subscriptions: 


FRIENDS 
Orthodox Brotherhood, USA .................c:.cccceeee $2,500.00 
(For purchase of computer for Bishop’s office) 
John Calvarasan, Kitchener, ON .............c.ccescceeeeees $213.15 
I.M.O. wife, Lucija 
Corneliu Nicolae, Suitland, MD... eee $50.00 
I.M.O. Aristide Nicolaie 
Helen Arglen, Granada Hills, CA ...... ne note neencon dă dece $35.00 
I.M.O. husband, John 
M/M Iosif Neagrau, Lilburn, GA... $25.00 
Ida Masgirescu, Weston, ON aie co atac dopul ae creer $25.00 
Petru Lupsor, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA .................. $25.00 
Rey. Fr. John Ivascu, Southfield, MI...................... $15.00 
Wesley Oorea; hier; IL, va aice aa ari reer $15.00 
M/M Alexandru Hartular, San Jose, CA .............006 $15.00 
Victoria Oltean, Elmhurst, NY .........ccccccscsssssssseseeees $12.00 
M/M Nick Roman, Jr., Hobart, IN... ceeace $12.00 
M/M Florentin Alupoaie, Citrus Heights, CA .......... $12.00 
M/M John Gabor, Canton, OH cena soare pa aaa $12.00 
Mary Thorne, Canton, OEI sido ce nai aa be ma tht $12.00 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Elizabeth Pope, Baltimore, MD 

Ernest McGovern, Albuquerque, NM 
Margareta Bulumete, Pembroke Pines, FL 
Psa. Margareta Benchea, Clearwater, FL 
Nicholas Berezniak, Avenel, NJ 

Maria Cornea, Warrensburg, NY 
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HER - Sprinc TRIP To ROMANIA 


At the Nursing School in Oradea: (left to right) Maria 
Secarea (teacher), Fr. Grabowski (HFR) and Connie 
Trollan (from Alaska - who teaches there). 


On Easter Monday, April 24, I flew to Frankfurt, 
Germany. From there, traveling by car, through Ger- 
many, Austria and Hungary, I arrived in Romania on 
Thursday, April 27, at the RECEA MONASTERY, at 
10:00 p.m. Our Episcopate was invited to the Blessing of 
the new Monastery complex and inauguration of the 
senior citizens home, where our HFR program had fur- 
nished 50 beds with mattresses and other donations. 

Friday, April 28, at 9:00 a.m. the services for the 
Blessing of the water started, followed by the Blessing 
of the St. Andrew Retirement Home, the Divine Liturgy, 
the Blessing of the new Monastery complex and the 
laying of the foundation stone for a new monastery 
church. Bishop ANDREI of Alba-Iulia, the host hier- 
arch, who had invited our Episcopate, was assisted in the 
services by Bishop CALINIC of Curtea of Arges, Bishop 
IRINEU Bistriteanu, Vicar of the Cluj Archdiocese, forty 
priests and 3 deacons. The responses were given by the 
choir of the seminary of Alba-Julia. During the services, 
Father loan Iovan, the spiritual father of the monastery 
was elevated to the rank of Archimandrite; Mother 
Cristina, the Abbess, was elevated to the rank of 
Stavrofora (Crossbearer). After the sermon, I was in- 
vited to speak and conveyed the Blessings of Bishop 
NATHANIEL, the love of our diocese for the people of 
Romania, and in particular for the monastery and its 
project. Present at the services and at the dinner which 
followed was also the U.S. Consul from Cluj, Mr. Nathan 
Bluhm, as well as local authorities from Targu-Mures. 
Four thousand people attended the services, standing on 
the lawn and the hillside which overlooks the site. Miss 
Connie Trollan and Mrs. Maria Secarea from the Nurses 
Training Program in Oradea (which is sponsored by 
Help the Children of Romania together with Project 
HOPE International) were also in attendance, together 
with Father Campean of Oradea, who are working also 
with our container shipments. 

Saturday, April 29, I drove to the Diocese of Alba- 
Iulia for a short meeting and continued to Sibiu, where 
I met with Fathers Mircea Pacurariu, Streza and Moldovan 
at the Theological School there. From 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
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I met with Metropolitan ANTONIE of Sibiu, at his of- 


fice. Leaving Sibiu, I drove to the Sambata Monastery, | 


where I arrived at 7:45 p.m. as guest of the Archimandrite 


Irineu, the abbot, to whom I distributed some gifts from | 


America. 


Sunday, April 30, we drove (there were 3 of us in the | 
car — my friend Joseph Ihnatyschen from Germany 
(whose car we used), my friend John Santeiu Jr. from the | 


Detroit area, who had joined us in the festivities at the 
RECEA Monastery and planned to be with me during 
the trip toward Brasov. I made a stop in the village of 
Beclean to visit an old friend, Father Ludu and then went 
into Brasov. We continued our trip to Miercurea Ciuc, to 
the residence of Bishop IOAN, the first bishop of the 
newly-founded diocese of Covasn-Harghita. We also 
enjoyed the company of Bishop VICENTIU (Patriarhal 


Vicar from Bucharest) during our meeting with Bishop | 


IOAN. We discussed the problems and hardships of the 
new diocese, and I was able to give some help and offer 
future assistance. We attended the Vesper Service in the 
Miercurea Ciuc Cathedral and had a long dinner discus- 
sion with the new bishop, whose activity is very difficult 
and diversified. 


Cont. on page 7} 
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Bishop IOAN of the Covasna-Harghita Diocese, wi 


Fr. Grabowski, in front of the diocesan office in 
Miercurea Ciuc. 
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Monday, May 1, I drove toward Moldova, over 
oinesti, Comanesti and Bacau and ended up for the 
ening in Suceava. On Tuesday, May 2, I continued to 
dauti for a visit with Bishoip GHERASIM, vicar 
shop. The weather had been cold the whole time. On 
> morning of May 3, we had snow on the windshield 
the car. I was forced to buy a lamb skin fur cap to 
Dtect my head and ears. 

After one day of rest, | drove down to Iasi, where I 
as hosted by Metropolitan DANIEL of Moldova and 
d two meetings with him. We discussed their needs for 
> theological school and the print shop, and I was able 
give him some help from our HFR Program. I was 
le to hear and watch the rehearsal of the Cathedral 
oir, held in the building of the Theological School of 
Si. 
Saturday, May 6, 1 visited the Cetatuia Monastery 
d Museum ourside lasi; and, after lunch, I drove with 
shop PETRU (locum-tenens of the Metropolia of 
asarabia) to Chisinau, in the Republic of Moldova. It 
as the first time, after 51 years, that I was able to set my 
“ot on this Romanian territory, where I had been fight- 
g during the second world war against the Soviet Union 
a lieutenant in the Royal Romanian Army. In Chisinau, 
2 attended Vespers at the parish of Father Peter Buburuz. 
ey hold services in an Army tent attached to an old 
ilroad car, while their new church in being built. I was 
uest at the residence of Bishop PETRU for the week- 
id. 

Sunday, May 7, | attended Liturgy at St. Nicholas 
urch in Chisinau, where Bishop PETRU served, as- 
sted by 4 priests and two deacons. A beautiful choir 
ang the responses. At the end of the liturgy, I was asked 
» speak. Then, we went to bless the home of one parish- 
»ner, had lunch, did some sightseeing of new buildings 
athe city and drove back to Iasi, crossing the border into 
-omania. An interesting fact, which I observed, gave me 
-oose pimples: as we came into the Republic of Moldova, 
fter crossing the border, I saw, on a hill on the right side 
if the road, a Russian army tank, with the barrel of its 
anon directed to the west. “Is it a threat or warning?”, 
thought to myself. 

Monday, May 8, we drove south from Iasi, over 
“ecuci to Bucharest; and, Tuesday, May 9, we made a 
isit to the diocese of Slobozia to Bishop NIFON, with 
vhom I had a luncheon meeting and gave a small dona- 
ion for the diocese. In the evening, we had dinner with 
“ur great helper, Bishop TEOFAN (External Relations 
Dept. of the Patriarchate). 

Wednesday, May 10, I drove to the Pasarea Monas- 
ery, to pick up some priest’s vestments, which we had 
stdered earlier, for the use of the Transfiguration Mon- 
stery in Ellwood City, Pennsylvania. In the afternoon, 

went along, with the van of the Patriarchate of Roma- 
ia, to distribute food, plus milk and bread, to needy 
amilies (one with 11 children). With me was Father 
Dimitrie from the DIACONIA Project and 4 seminarians 
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At the Cathedral in Oradea: (left to right) Fathers 
Ioan Bardas, Augustin Lucian (diocesan Vicar), Ri- 
chard Grabowski (HFR), Liviu Goia (dean of the 
cathedral) and Augustin Domocos. 


who help in the distribution. 

In the evening, I was invited to dinner at the Patriar- 
chal Palace, where the meeting of the permanent Synod 
of the Church of Romania had just ended. I was very 
happy to have dinner with Patriarch TEOCTIST and the 
Metropolitans DANIEL of Moldova, ANTONIE of 
Transylvania and NICOLAE of Banat, as well as with 
Bishop TEOFAN, secretary of the Synod. I saw briefly 
also Metropolitan NESTOR of Oltenia, who left that 
evening for Craiova. An interesting discussion of our 
humanitarian aid program took place and other subjects 
of our religious life in America were touched upon. The 
dinner meeting lasted till 10:50 p.m. 

Thursday, May 11, in the morning, I went to the 
print shop of the Bucharest Patriarchate, to purchase 
church service books, for use in our parishes in America. 
I also visited the offices of our DIACONIA helpers and 
saw the working of their office computer, which was 
purchsed through a donation from HFR. In the afternoon 
I drove with Father Constantin Popa and one seminarian 
from the DIACONIA Office to take some assistance to 
needy families in the countryside, in the district of 
Dambovita, from where we returned toward evening. 
Then I had dinner with Bishop TEODOSIE, the Vicar of 
the Bucharest Archdiocese. Bishop TEODOSIE was one 
of the great helpers in the distribution of our shipment 
during my visit to Romania in 1993. At that time, he was 
a hieromonk in the office of DIACONIA and a professor 
at the Theological School in Bucharest. 

Friday, May 12, I left Bucharest for Targoviste, to 
meet with Archbishop VASILE of the Targoviste Dio- 
cese, for whose office we made a donation of a ZEROX 
Copier. After meeting with him and his diocesan coun- 
selors, we had lunch. We left at 3:15 p.m. and made short 
stops in Campu-Lung and Curtea de Arges, arriving at 
Ramnicul-Valcea in the evening. I had a dinner meeting 
with Bishop GHERASIM of Ramnic and also spoke 
briefly with Father Predescu. We were hosted at the 
diocesan home by Bishop GHERASIM. 

Cont. on page 14 
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1995 ARFORA 
CONGRESS 


_ ee 


ARFORA delegates in session. 


The 47th Annual A.R.F.O.R.A. CONGRESS was held 
June | to 4, hosted by the Descent of the Holy Spirit 
Parish Ladies Auxiliary of Warren, Michigan. The events 
were handled on schedule, thanks to Florence Churilla 
— Congress Convenor, Doina Samoila — President of 
the Ladies Auxiliary, Silviu Samoila — Parish Council 
President, and the Parish Priest, Reverend Father John 
Mihut. All activities on Friday and Saturday were held in 
the Church Hall with the exception of the service which 
was held in their beautiful recently-consecrated Church. 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared with 
48 delegates representing 17 active auxiliaries. Past presi- 
dents in attendance were Leona Barbu, Anne Groza and 
Melanie Vlad. A.R.O.Y. was represented by Sub-Dea- 
cons John Lazar and Tom Rosco. The Orthodox Broth- 
erhood, U.S.A., was represented by George Aldea. Guests 
at the meeting included several priests and preotese from 
the environs. 

The meeting was called to order with an opening 
prayer. Departed members were remembered with the 
singing of “Memory Eternal”, led by His Grace, Bishop 
NATHANIEL. 

The business meeting began with the appointment of 
assistant secretaries, trustees and a parliamentarian. Flo- 
rence Churilla, Convenor of the Congress, welcomed the 
delegates and guests to Warren, Michigan, and to the 
parish of the Descent of the Holy Spirit. Words of wel- 
come were also given by Rev. Fr. Vasile Susan, Spiritual 
Advisor of A.R.F.O.R.A., Dr. Eleanor Bujea, President, 
and His Grace, the Right Reverend NATHANIEL Popp, 
Bishop, our Spiritual Leader. Rev. Fr. Romey Rosco 
gave the keynote address. 

The minutes of the 1994 Congress were approved as 
distributed and items of correspondence were reviewed. 
The treasurer’s report was accepted. A motion was ap- 
proved to place the $5,000.00 bequest from the George 


8 PRAY FOR A FREE ROMANIA AND WORLD PEACE 


R. Gavrila Estate in the A.R.F.O.R.A.-Gavrila Graduate 
Scholarship Fund. 

The Committee Reports summarized the work done 
by the Board members in the last year of operation. 

St. Paraschiva Project Report was given by Chair- 
person Mary Tilea. With the help of the local auxiliaries, 
A.R.F.O.R.A. was able to write a check to the R.O.E.A. 
Mission Fund of close to $5,000.00. There are about 15 
missions now, so this money does not go very far, but it 
is a help to the Episcopate in its work. 

Auxiliary Sunday Project was handled by Flora 
Grossmayer. The money for this project goes directly to 
support the Episcopate. Flora prepared a three year com- 
parison report. It was obvious from the figures reported 
that some auxiliaries did not send in the entire proceeds 
of their Auxiliary Sunday activity. The Ohio and West- 
ern Pennsylvania Deanery were the largest contributors. 
In second place was the Midwest Deanery followed by 
the Michigan Deanery. Unfortunately, over fifty percent 
of the ladies did not hold a function in the 1994-1995 
year. Possibly some of the contributions did not reach 
the Episcopate in time for the reporting to the Congress. 
In order for projects to be finalized, it is important for the 
funds to arrive by the dates specified in the Guide Book. 

St. Elizabeth Project was looked after by Auditor 
Eugenia Poroch. She reported that she sent out cards and 
checks at Christmas time and at Easter to the widowed 
preotese of the Episcopate. She shared with us some of 
the precious thank you cards that she received from them 
and/or their families. This is a very worthwhile and 
much appreciated project. 

Retreats — Many retreats were held across North 
America as reported by Rev. Fr. Vasile Susan, commit- 
tee members Maria Ciobotaru and Virginia Gania, and 
delegates. This event takes place on the fifth Saturday of 
Great Lent; and, as reported by the ladies, is a time for 
renewal of the Orthodox faith and a sharing of our 
religious beliefs with others. 

A.R.F.O.R.A. - GAVRILA Scholarship for this year 
was awarded to Teva Regule. It was a difficult decision 
to reach, because there were other very worthy candi- 
dates. The winners of the A.R.F.O.R.A. Undergradu- 
ate Scholarship will be announced in a later report. 

Brochures — Added to the brochures distributed by 
A.R.F.O.R.A. will be the R.O.E.A. Scholarship Bro- 
chure. This brochure includes information about all the 
scholarships offered under the jurisdiction of the R.O.E.A. 

Archives — Our Archivist, Leona Barbu, is still look- 
ing for information about the founding of the ladies 
auxiliaries of our Diocese. She is also interested in pho- 
tographs you may have tucked away in a corner of one 
of your closets. The archives will be organized and 
placed in the new administrative building when it is 
completed. 

C.O.R.A.—A.R.F.O.R.A. will be donating $500.00 
this year in support of C.O.R.A. Funds do not permit full 
membership in this organization, worthy as it is. 

Constitution and Bylaws — It was decided that the 

Cont. on page 9 
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ARFORA Congress Cont. from page 8 


“ongress to be held in 1997 will be a Legislative Con- 
press. All the ladies auxiliaries are requested to study the 
kylaws and forward suggested changes at least 3 months 
rior to June, 1997, so that the changes may be transmit- 
d to the ladies auxiliaries for discussion purposes. 

Ladies Auxiliary Reports — Once again one lady 
rom each auxiliary reported on special functions held 
ince the last Congress. Most notable was the commu- 
ity work done in the local areas. 

Fund-Raising Project — Note cards of the Vatra is 
e newest A.R.F.O.R.A. project. The cards, both the art 
ork and the printing, were donated. The Saskatchewan 
rtist, Laura Grimson, did the work as a “Stewardship” 

roject for A.R.F.O.R.A. 


elegates of the ARFORA Congress posing for a 
roup photo in the church with Bishop NATHANIEL 
nd Fr. Vasile Susan, Spiritual Advisor. 


Help for Romania Clothing Project — Mary Tilea 
ind her committee collected 400 boxes of clothing for 
‘omania. Its success was far beyond our expectations. 
e will continue with this project for at least another 
bear. 
St. Paraschiva Icons — Each delegation to the 
«.R.F.O.R.A. Congress was presented with an 8”’ x 10” 
»olor Icon of our patron saint - St. Paraschiva. It is hoped 
nat these wil be framed according to the style of the 
sons of each parish and venerated on October 14. 
a.R.F.O.R.A. has a new banner which closely resembles 
ne colored icons. The old banner will be placed in the 
A.R.F.O.R.A. archives. 

Election of Officers — This was the start of a new 
wo-year term for officers of A.R.F.O.R.A. The new 
'xecutive includes: President, Dr. Eleanor Bujea; Vice- 
"resident, Psa. Mary Ellen Rosco; Treasurer, Florence 
Thurilla; Secretary, Virginia Murray; Auditors, elita 
Daba and Karen Pascu; Members-at-Large, Connie 
Aeszaros, Maria Ciobotaru, Miriana Dinu, Louise Gibb, 
“lorica Mindea and Georgeta Poliac; Alternates, Psa. 
Octavia Bleahu and Colleen Ungrin. We wish the offic- 
rs much success in their two-year term. 


"PNI TA TWh VAA0E 


Bishop NATHANIEL celebrates a memorial service 
in memory of ARFORA members departed this life, 
assisted by V. Rev. Fr. Richard Grabowski and Rev. 
Frs. Mihut, Susan and Remus Bleahu. 


Matters for financial consideration were the support 
of two building projects: the R.O.E.A. Administrative 
Building and the Dormition of the Mother of God Ortho- 
dox Monastery expansion. The Congress approved do- 
nating $3,000.00 to each project over a period of three 
years. Delegates were asked to discuss the two projects 
and encourage donations to be made at the local level. 

The Carmen Sylva ladies auxiliary of Holy Trinity 
Church in Youngstown will be hosting the Coffee Shop 
at Vatra this year. We appreciate their stepping forward 
to do this. In 1996, the St. Mary’s ladies auxiliary of the 
Holy Nativity Church in Chicago will be the hosts. Hosts 
are needed for 1997, 1998 and so on. 

The 1996 Congress will be hosted by the St. Mary’s 
ladies auxiliary of the Falling Asleep of the Ever Virgin 
Mary parish in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

The meeting closed with the St. Paraschiva Tropar. 3% 


ARFORA GROUP PHOTOS 
AVAILABLE 


Photos from the ARFORA Congress in Warren, 
Michigan, in June are available from: Nick Neda, 


35602 Georgetown, Sterling Heights, MI 48077 or 
call (810) 979-7869. Order according to following 
code numbers: ARFORA Delegates - #1-060295- 
17; ARFORA Board - #1-060295-15; Past Presi- 
dents - #1-060295-21. Prices: 3x5 = $3.00; 8x10 = 
$7.00. 


MOVING? 


Send your address change to: 
ROEA, Dept. of Publications 
PO BOX 185 
GRASS LAKE, MI 49240-0185 
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WoRLD CHURCH NEWS 


IOCC Program for Refugees from Chechnya 


St. Augustine, Florida - The International Orthodox Chris- 
tian Charities (IOCC) has recently received a $200,000 grant 
from the World Council of Churches to initiate relief efforts in 
Ingushetia and North Ossetia for the sizeable groups of refu- 
gees that flee the war-ravaged zone in Chechnya. Over 30,000 
displaced persons will be assisted with packages of sanitary 
and hygienic materials, food and educational opportunities for 
children. The program will be implemented with the support 
of the Patriarchate of Moscow. 


Jerusalem, Jerusalem 


Jerusalem - A recent joint statement of the leaders of the 
main Christian communities in Jerusalem calls for a special 
“judicial and political statute” for this universally important 
city, considered to be holy by Christians, Muslims and Jews 
alike (ENI). At the same time, according to OPS, an accord 
was signed by the heads of the Armenian, Greek Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic Churches to jointly initiate the restoration of 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. The project has no parallel 
for the last 143 years. The cost of work in the domed area 
started last April will be approximately $750,000. The Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre of our Lord was originally built by the 
Emperor Constantine the Great in 333 A.D. (OPS) 


Romanian Church Signals Growth 


Bucharest - A survey released by NIRR indicates that 82% 
of Romanians described the Church as “good or very good”, 
and only 7% found it as “not very satisfactory”. Another 
report claims that 82% of Romania’s 22.8 million citizens are 
Orthodox and that the Patriarchate has begun 382 new churches 
since 1989. (OCA News) 


Orthodox Elected Head of NCC Commission 


Minneapolis - The Faith and Order Commission of the 
National Council of Churches (NCC) has elected Dr. Paul 
Meyendorff, Associated Professor of Liturgical Theology at 
St. Vladimir’s Seminary, to serve as Chair of the Commission. 
Dr. Meyendorff is the first Orthodox Christian to serve in this 
position. The Faith and Order Commission focuses on theo- 
logical questions related to Church unity, and includes Protes- 
tant, Orthodox and participants from the Roman Catholic, 
Evangelical and Pentecostal communities. (OCA News) 


Armenian Catholicos Elected 


Yerevan, Armenia - The new head of the Armenian Orien- 
tal Orthodox Church is well known in Church circles for his 
commitment to the Ecumenical movement. Catholicos 
KEREKIN II, currently of the Armenian Church in Lebanon, 
has been elected as the 131 st Catholicos (head) of his Church. 
following his predecessor VASKEN II. (OCA News) 


Vatican Seeks Closer Ties with the Orthodox Church 


Vatican City - In his encyclical, “That All May Be One”, 
Pope John Paul II launched an appeal to greater Christian 
unity. While the letter asserts the primacy of the bishop of 
Rome, it also expresses openness to “a new situation”, which 
analysts explain as the Pope’s willingness to shift authority to 
“local bishops conferences”, The encyclical repeated again 
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the hope that Christianity “will be reunited by the year 2000.” 
Recently, special attention has been given by the Vatican to 
relations with the Orthodox Church. Speaking on behalf of the 
Orthodox, Fr. Milton Efthimiou, Ecumenical Officer of the 
Greek Archdiocese of North and South America, stated that 
“in spite of all conciliatory actions...there is still division on 
the concrete historical and doctrinal facts” (Plain Dealer). The 
Ecumenical Patriarch, His Holiness BARTHOLOMEW I, is 
expected to visit the Vatican for an irenic visit. Attempts to 
overcome division were also made in the past in the years 
1274 and 1438-39, culminating with the mutual lifting of the 
anathemas in 1965. 


Armenian Catholicos Elected 


Yerevan, Armenia - The new head of the Armenian Orien- 
tal Orthodox Church is well known in Church circles for his 
commitment to the Ecumenical movement. Catholicos 
KEREKIN II, currently of the Armenian Church in Lebanon, 
has been elected as the 131 st Catholicos (head) of his Church, 
following his predecessor VASKEN II. (OCA News) 


Romanian Church Music on Compact Disc 


Washington, D.C. - Through the efforts of Mrs. Larisa 
Lucaci, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Peter Lucaci of Cleveland, the 
12 artist Washington area choir, named “Colindatorii”, of- 
fered an inspiring concert this spring featuring Romanian 
Church music. The program, hosted by St. Nicholas Cathedral 
(OCA), contained well known carols and other renditions by 
famous Romanian composers: Gavriil Musicescu, Timotei 
Popovici, Tiberiu Brediceanu, Remus Tzincoca, C.I. Baciu, 
D.G. Kiriak and others. A compact disc recording of the 
concert is to be released in August. (America News) 


American Orthodox Unity 


Following the Bishop's Assembly in Ligonier, Pennsylva- 
nia, in December 1994, the secular press published many 
misinterpretations, saying that the purpose of the meeting was 
“the creation of an autocephalous Church in North America”. 
A recent meeting of the Standing Conference of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA) reviewed the 
aftermath of Ligonier. It was reaffirmed that “the idea of an 
independent American Church was not even on the agenda” 
(OCA News). Other press releases endorsed the meeting in 
Ligonier even more strongly. “The Church Messenger” (April 
9) published a statement of the Bishops of Western Pennsyl- 

vania, who assert the fact that the Ligonier meeting was in- 
tended to promote unity of mind among the SCOBA bishops, 
rejoicing in the results of that assembly and seeking further 
closeness. “The Word” magazine (May 1995) also conveys a 
bold spirit in an article signed by Fr. George S. Corey, editor, 
who regards what was started in 1994 as “a process that cannot 
be reversed”. 


International Mission and Evangelism Conference 


Brookline, Massachusetts - The Holy Cross Greek Ortho- 
dox School of Theology will host an International Conference 
on Mission and Evangelism from August 6-11. This event will 
rally well known theologians from all over the world, Regis- 
tration fee: $295. For information, call (617) 731-3500. Fe 

Compiled by Rev. Fr. Remus Grama 


SOLIA JULY 1995 


MONASTERY 
PILGRIMAGES 
AUGUST 1995 


“HOLY TRANSFIGURATION 
MONASTERY 
od City, Pennsylvania * (412) 758-4002 


Saturday, August 5 
9:30 a.m. Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
celebrated by Archbishop 
DMITRI of Dallas 
Noon Luncheon 
2:00 p.m. Mystery of Holy Unction 
6:00 p.m. Great Vespers of the Feast 


Sunday, August 6 
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 


Directions: 
See Calendarul Solia 1995, p. 115 


Accommodations: 
Beaver Valley Motel - (412) 843-0630 
Hill Top Motel - (412) 846-4430 
Zelienople Motel - (412) 452-7900 


|  PORMITION OF THEMOTHER 
„ ' OEPGOD MONASTERY | 
tae Junction, Michigan * (517) 569-2873 


Saturday, August 14 
9:00 a.m. Akathist, 3rd Hour, 6th Hour 
10:00 a.m. Holy Liturgy, followed by lunch 
6:00 p.m. Vigil of the Feast with Lamentations 


Tuesday, August 15 
9:30 a.m.  Akathist, 3rd Hour, 6th Hour 
10:30 a.m. Hierarchical Holy Liturgy, presided 
over by His Grace, Bishop 
NATHANIEL followed by lunch and 
an update on the building project 
(Confessions will be heard before 
Holy Liturgy) 
Mystery of Holy Unction 


2:30 p.m. 


Directions: See Calendarul Solia 1995, p. 115 


Accommodations: 

Located at the junction of I-94 and Rt. 127 
Super 8 Motel: 1-800-848-8888 
Budgetel Inn: 1-800-428-3438 

Holiday Inn: 1-800-465-4329 
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Please wear proper attire and comfortable shoes. 


Should Children Be In Church? 
Cont. from page 2 


Evaluate what has happened, change expectations if 
necessary and try again. You are not alone, so seek 
advice from other parents as well. 

5. Make the Church an important part of your life. 
Your own spiritual life is an important role model to 
your children. If the children see that God and the Church 
is an important part of your life, this will make a great 
impact as children grow older; and, one day, they will 
accept this faith as their own. Pray at home, read the 
scriptures, and involve your children in good works. 
Your own spiritual strength will also give you that extra 
strength to tolerate those less than perfect but child-like 
behaviors in church and to bring your children on a 
regular basis to the Liturgy, even during those summer 
months when there is no Church School. Parents who 
bring their children just to Church School, whether it is 
before or after church, do not realize that the real class 
is INCHURCH. The other class is only a reinforcement. 
It is only an enrichment of what is being taught at home 
and what is being absorbed through all five senses in 
church. When Church School is put first rather than the 
Liturgy, it sends a mixed message about the importance 
of the church in your own life; and, unfortunately, it is 
a much stronger message than whatever they could learn 
in church school. 

6. Attend extra services with your children. Make 
an effort to attend weekly Vespers and other special 
services with your children. This is where our Elizabeth 
learned her “Alleluias” and “Lord have mercy” and where 
Alexander (starting at four years old) is getting his feet 
wet as an altar boy. Although it is not always possible 
with young children to attend all the extra services dur- 
ing Lent, attending a few extra services including 
Presanctified Liturgies, special Divine Liturgies and 
Akathist, exposes the children to the cycle of services. 
Again, learn about these services and prepare your chil- 
dren to know what they will see and hear. 

In conclusion, you need to examine how you view the 
Church and what you see and want for your children in 
the life of the Church, to answer for yourself if your 
children belong at church services. If you want your 
children to experience the fullness of Christ and His 
Church and possess a full liturgical life that will one day 
enhance their own spiritual life when they struggle with 
the question of making this faith truly their own, then 
you must answer “definitely.” + 


(Joan Woodward Teebagy has been a member of 
the Department of Christian Education in the 
Antiochian Archdiocese for several years and has 
been recently appointed chairman of the Curriculum 
Department of the Orthodox Christian Education 
Commission.) 


Reprinted from “The Torchbearer” (May/June 1995), 
the newsletter of St. John of Damascus Church, 
Dedham, Massachusetts. 
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CLERGY CHANGES 


MACAILA, Rev. Fr. Dumitru, is released from the 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate as of August 1, 1995, at 
his own request and from his duties as Parish Priest of St. 
John the Baptist Parish, Woonsocket, Rhode Island. 

ROSU, Rev. Fr. Eugen, is released from his duties as 
Parish priest of the St. Elias Parish, Ellwood City, Penn- 
sylvania, effective August 1, 1995, and is appointed to 
the Mission of St. Andrew The First Called, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, effective August 1, 1995. 


Missions 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN. The Episcopate 
Council at its May 20, 1995, meeting heard the request 
of the Romanian Orthodox Community of Grand Rap- 
ids, Michigan, to be recognized as a Mission of the 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America following 
its founding meeting on March 19, 1995, and granted 
said recognition. Patrons are Sts. Constantine and Helen, 
Equal to the Apostles, May 21. 

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA. The Episcopate 
Council at its May 20, 1995, meeting heard the request 
of the Romanian Orthodox Community of Greater Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, to be recognized as a Mission of 
the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America follow- 
ing its founding meeting on May 6, 1995, and granted 
said recognition. Patron is Saint Andrew the First Called 
Apostle, November 30. ** 


MEMORIAL Day 1995 
DINNER DONATIONS 


PRICE YA PELE LOUSUOKI es Sette aradeni vai $300.00 
ROMI CANION Re can sate lei aa De aaa eae $50.00 
M/M Ioan Nan (IMO John Nan) ..... ceeace ea nenea cae $50.00 
MM alei Priscila ital oi me a $50.00 
Ri ViGMAliO riven te ce Matric aier ah di ede tt $40.00 
NUM Geqroe Alden cuie Po nite pi as Oa DOO 
LAPD UI Cc dae ci a n 00 08 Morea RNa $30.00 
Constantin Mara iei. odte va ul a a $30.00 
Hoenn sil gus ONY: e doi Tolo Mele. nanid eu cathy aster acre $30.00 
M/S TOMO Lipa wun a aa A actuala RL UO) 
WEEMS COree Puterea ca Ac a a ase a cuie A 08 (90) 
MMS Pali Elo TIE a ee a a e vata RI $25.00 
MAMo Traian as cul eat e Aaa Dei eee eat $25.00 
Irene Mellos (IMO John & Mary Mellos) oo... $25.00 
Helen Mutean (IMO Marina, Petre & 

PLETE VILINLEAT ea cca de beter ee Ea sa $25.00 
MiNikseorge POPOV 2144, 4 a a d a ne teeny $25.00 
MMDD mel POLOER E n tt a Aa a ee $25.00 
Mar Val Sta nega Ws Hs d lat A ee dee a SR $25.00 
Barbara Yancu (IMO Mary & Terrance Motorka) .....$25.00 
ASD ONY INO US. za etek des a nso alae Phe ee tae $20.00 
Patricia Ceanga (IMO Jack & Anne Ceanga) vie. $20.00 
AXEOIEE BANC A 0 SE, mative dus, vans; aaa i re ort $20.00 
MIM Ge ce apis e a ete AP a Pa $20.00 
Pete MUIE Sati yal DO seta E la ata EN au $20.00 
M/M Alex Nemo Alu: catea ce aa a A Oaie IRI A $20.00 
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HIERARCHAL 


SCHEDULE 


April 29, Bright Saturday. Rives Junction, MI. 
Dormition Monastery. Divine Liturgy and special events 
to celebrate the “Little Pilgrimage.” 

April 30, Sunday. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Divine Liturgy. 

May 6-7, Saturday-Sunday. St. Louis, MO. St. Tho- 
mas. Services and festivities celebrating the 60th Anni- 
versary. 

May 10-12, Wednesday-Friday. Washington, D.C. 
CORA meetings and events arranged with members of 
Congress (Senators and Representatives), Romanian and 
American ambassadors, various other dignitaries. 

May 14, Sunday. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Divine Liturgy. | 
May 20, Saturday. Southfield, MI. St. George Ca- 

thedral. Presided at Episcopate Council meeting. 

May 21, Sunday. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Divine Liturgy. 

May 28, Sunday. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Divine Liturgy. 

May 29, Monday. Vatra. St. Mary. Annual Com- 
memoration of Memorial Day. 

June 1-4. Thursday-Sunday. Warren, MI. Descent 
of the Holy Spirit. Meetings, Services and Festivities 
connected with the Annual ARFORA Congress. 

June 11, Sunday. Warren, MI. Descent of the Holy 
Spirit. Services and festivities celebrating the church 
Hram. % 


MIKE: Reed 3:5 cas penal oie eae eat $20.00 
Mary RODOSAN „ns cistita a a ea $20.00 
Anna SErbu ste secte cate i ei a a ua ANRE, E ab Satan $20.00 
Mary Stanesa s.a adi e sula ee 0 ak O $20.00 
Dn,John. Schmidt A: ss cca casete pet ioana as ce ceara aa $20.00 
Eleanor Stepariskt „e iona eco lit i a a $20.00 
ANONYMOUS. ,..xssscasnssss<ssnsyornsyed Gu alee bee ee mean $15.00 
M/M James Sebel.. n oc a cainii lea ut ete eee $15.00 
Sophie TIfreg scenă eco e e RA NIL a aa NR E ta $15.00 
Veta, BUzas sn ati ăia ai să sa all i is Ba e aa aa $15.00 
Bugene:Popeseit ses aceea edil Aug AB a aa da $15.00 
Silvia, ROMAN cea o nani A dia al Ea i a $15.00 
ANONYMOUS 6 masea o agata it a a a e A N a $10.00 
ANONYMOUS. |n Nain ineatii655 dea a e DI $10.00 
V.M. Banciu scoasă sasiu rel ai a a La Ea aa AR RIO a A $10.00 
Florence: Chuilla „ss ciot st o a e ce $10.00 
Florence Ganoff rii stia detii Rae ee $10.00 
Maria Gheordunescu pa ia a ia aa a E ee $10.00 
Valentina Gherman ni. A cat oa a a re $10.00 
Anna Jonascu rapi case bă RM N eee Eto 3 $10.00 
Fr. Laurence Lazar i. cp kien e Ati Andi $10.00 
Andrei Muresan sete cica sit 00 Pe BED Aia oe Că $10.00 
Mary Sekedat).:icahrintiiad se boc d aaa oa pi 8 a ACRA $10.00 
ANONYMOUS Avs acaju șia apicole i cl $5.00 
Trene:. Battarie seara cai ata a iin Aeeeaneee $5.00 
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ST pa 
FINANCIAL 


REPORT 


EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 

WM Savu Candea, Cleveland, OH ............ $ 50.00 
porge & Nancy Ittu, Cleveland, OH ................... $ 50.00 
pru Lupsor, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA................ $ 50.00 
M Nicholas Maxim, Brooksville, FL .................. $ 50.00 
WM Daniel Poroch, St. Clair Shores, MI.............. $ 50.00 
& Psa. Mircea Marinescu, Elkins Park, PA ....$ 35.00 
John Farcas, Hubbard, OH... $ 25.00 
John Ivascu, Southfield, MI... $ 25.00 


GENERAL DONATIONS 
iei Dorata, St Louis, MO ...........ccocessorcasesesee $ 600.00 
60th Anniversary of St. Thomas Parish) 
Wena Picken, McLean, VA ............cc.60....00.-cs0e000: $ 50.00 


Good Health of Family) 

& Mrs. Anghel Rugina, Jamaica Plains, MA ..$ 25.00 
i cahul, Redioră; MI <ccccctssesccccssdsscoscecstsestence $ 20.00 
Constantin Marandici, Sterling Hts., MI...... $ 20.00 
Viorel Nikodin, Farmington Hills, MI........... $ 20.00 
istina Cocora, Dearborn Hts., MI... $ 15.00 


lia & James Devine, Detroit, MI... $ 10.00 
ji Muntean, Troy ME cote iiss opri aa caca păaaae ea anina $ 10.00 
iii Salina A Weyer Mt @ l= (a2 metope aaa $ 10.00 

ma Cantor, Walled Lake, MI «.;:.................00.00.. $ 5.00 


MEMORIAMS 

rgareta Bulumete, Pembrooke Pines, FL........... $500.00 
1.M.O. of Husband, George Bulumete) 

a Dickerman, Ypsilanti, M1.....................000. $200.00 
“LM.O. Rick & Bob Dickerman) 

ie Danciu. Warren, MI cocccccesssccsvessiesesiersarerreaiive > 50.00 
1.M.O. Eugenia Banciu) 
“MI Valer Pufescu, Clinton Twp., MI... $ 50.00 
“LM.O. Eugenia Banciu) 

Serbu & Gloria Deal, Detroit, MI ................. $ 30.00 


1.M.0. Ely Serbu & Eugenia Banciu) 


SPORTS EQUIPMENT FUND 
Paul Bangert, Indianapolis, IN... $100.00 
on E. Dragan, S. Whitley, IN .........:sesseeseree+2 100.00 
don Galbincea, Cleveland, OH....................00008 $100.00 
& Psa. John Limbeson, Indianapolis, IN .......... $ 50.00 
Edward Vendel, Strongsville, OH ..................$ 50.00 


ARFORA ALMANAC 


July, 1995 
Dear Sisters and Supporters of ARFORA: 


Another A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress reached a successful 
conclusion in Warren, Michigan. For details of the meet- 
ings, please refer to the article in this issue. We once 
again thank the Congress Chair, Florence Churilla and 
her efficient committee. We also extend a vote of thanks 
to the president of the ladies auxiliary, Doina Samoila, 
the parish council President, Silviu Samoila, and the 
parish priest, Rev. Fr. John Mihut. It is my understand- 
ing that they were more financially successful than ex- 
pected, but we must wait until the financial report has 
been completed. 

We are starting a new A.R.F.O.R.A. term with many 
officers new to the Board. We look foward to new ideas 
and to new successes. I would like to take this opportu- 
nity to thank the members of the 1994-1995 Executive 
Board for a very successful A.R.F.O.R.A. year. Many 
hours of hard work were put into each project — the 
most important contribution was that the work was done 
with a willing heart and a faithful spirit. We welcome the 
new officers and know that we will have a very success- 
ful two years as a result of their work. 

The A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress went on record to show 
its support of the new administrative building at the 
Vatra and the expansion program at the Dormition of the 
Mother of God Orthodox Monastery at Rives Junction. 
The ladies auxiliaries of the R.O.E.A. were also encour- 
aged to support these two projects with local functions. 

The 1997 A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress will be a Legisla- 
tive Congress. As a result of Rev. Fr. Romey Rosco’s 
presentation and explanation of the Constitution and 
Bylaws, great interest was shown in some of the articles 
and sections. We know that no matter how hard we work 
in making the Constitution and Bylaws free of error, 
improvements can always be made. We ask each ladies 
auxiliary of international A.R.F.O.R.A. to hold discus- 
sion sessions on these bylaws. Set up a committee of 
ladies who are interested in doing this kind of work. 
Have them make suggestions and send these suggestions 
to me after they have been approved by your auxiliary. 


George Nasea, Redford, M1........::::00sseeee $ 15,00 I will then distribute them to all the ladies auxiliaries for 
i review and discussion; so that, in 1997, we can have an 
Elijah, Inclis iy: ohn i eg Dl $740.00 improved Constitution and Bylaws for A.R.F.O.R.A. as 
ily Trinity, Macnutt, SK ETDS au au, $300.00 well as for the local ladies auxiliaries. 
| i , mona nana 300. ha 
finele; MĂ „ces tie tie $ 30.00 May God Bless Us All! 
ok... (Dr.) Eleanor Bujea, President 
EPISCOPATE SUNDAY 
Mary, McLean, VA .........0sssssssssesesencressssenenevenees $200.00 
LADIES AUXILIARY SUNDAY pp ee 
George Ladies Auxiliary, Winnipeg, MB ......... $338.29 | 
ers adies Auxiliary, Falls Church, VA ........ $ 50.00 Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH ............... $600.00 
.. Michael & Gabriel Ladies Auxiliary, Pon HELP FOR ROMANIA FUND 
[Palm Springs, CA.....scccccsssesesssessessssseseererncanenenens $ 50.00 TN alte CPE OEP N det ce i $150.00 
BISHOP’S TRAVEL FUND (1.M.O. Rev. Fr. Dumitru Dobrin) 
:scent of the Holy Ghost, Warren, MI................. $100.00 MATER pi ra Fetite i fat La ARI | Ioel ROI te e a e De $ 25.00 
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SOCIETY FOR EASTERN 
CHURCH LAw 


BROOKLINE — The convocation of the XII Interna- 
tional Congress of the Society for the Law of the Eastern 
Churches will take place on the Brookline campus of 
Hellenic College/Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of 
Theology from August 20-26, 1995. 

The Society for the Law of the Eastern Churches was 
established in Rome in 1969 and has its secretariat in 
Vienna. The Society is made up of specialists in the area 
of the Canon Law of the Eastern Church, bringing to- 
gether both Orthodox and Eastern Catholic canonists 
and other interested scholars. Because the Canon Law of 
both the Orthodox and Eastern Catholic Churches is so 
similar, having the same canonical sources, canonists 
who are members of the Society study issues of mutual 
concern to both Orthodox and Eastern Catholics. 

It is generally recognized that most of the basic issues 
dividing the Orthodox and Catholic Churches are related 
to Canon Law. Therefore, the studies generated by the 
congress of the Society are of direct consequence to the 
reconciliation of these Churches. The scholarly journal 
KANON contains the published papers delivered at each 
congress. 

Scholars from around the world will descend upon the 
campus of Hellenic College/Holy Cross to deliberate on 
the theme “Christian Priesthood East and West: Towards 
a Convergence?” Their intent will be to address various 
current canonical issues related to the priesthood in their 
Churches. For one week in August, various academic 
and ecclesiastical centers from Vienna to Moscow and 
from the Vatican to the Phanar will be represented at the 
congress. The official languages of the congress, for 
which there will be simultaneous translation, are En- 
glish, German and French. 

Non-members of the Society are invited to partici- 
pate. Congress fees are $100 for registration and $200 
for room and board ($25 per day for meals only). Per- 
sons interested in receiving a program and further infor- 
mation should contact Professor Dr. Lewis J. Patsavos 
at Hellenic College / Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology - 50 Goddard Avenue - Brookline, 
MA 02146 - Tel. no. (617) 731-3500 + Fax nos. (617) 
232-7819 or (617) 738-9169. * 


HFR Cont. from page 6 


Saturday, May 13, in the morning, I made a stop at 
the cemetery in Ramnic, for prayers at the graves of my 
parents and grandparents, sister and nephew, and by 
11:30 a.m. we started our drive to the northwest, through 
Sibiu, Cluj, Huedin and Ciucea to Oradea, where we 
were hosted by Bishop IOAN Mihaltean (a nephew of 
Fr. Simion Mihaltean, who served from 1908-1964 in 
East Chicago, Indiana). 

Sunday, May 14, I served, in a concelebrated Lit- 
urgy, with the Vicar of the Oradea diocese and 3 other 
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priests in the Cathedral church of Oradea (Biserica cu 
Luna); and, at the end of the Liturgy, I was asked to 
speak. In the afternoon, I visited the Nurses Training 
School with Connie Trollan and Maria Secarea. In the 
evening we had a dinner meeting with them and Father 
Campean, who is building a new Church in Oradea. 

Monday, May 15, Bishop JUSTINIAN of Maramures 
came to Oradea, and we had a lengthy meeting regarding 
the Harvest Program there, where we tried to help with 
a tractor and other items. We ate a meal together; and, in 
the afternoon, I was taken by a student (guide) to see 
other churches in Oradea and some monuments and 
important buildings. 

Tuesday, May 16, Bishop IOAN of Oradea accom- 
panied us, after breakfast, to the border crossing at Bors; 
and, we started our trip back, through Budapest, Vienna, 
Linz, Pasau, Regensburg, etc. toward the Frankfurt air- 

ort. . 
i While in Bucharest, | was able to meet briefly with a 
nephew of Preoteasa Cornelia Hategan and with a sister 
of Mr. Dinu Cruga (our Episcopate Office's Romanian 
Secretary). 

In retrospect, the trip was fruitful, because our Epis- 
copate was able to distribute donations and rekindle old 
friendships with hierarchs. The arrival of the container 
shipment on April 29, and the delays caused by many 
needed local approvals, stalled the processing through 
customs. But, despite all odds, our program of help is 
much appreciated, and the people are grateful to all our 
donors and workers for what we were able to send, so 
far, to Romania. I hope and pray that the economic 
situation there will improve, and I thank God for keeping 
me in good health, to be able to coordinate this program. 
Keep sending your donations to the Episcopate for HFR.* 

V. Rey. Richard J. Grabowski 


BULLETIN NOTES 


Regina, SK. St. George. We honored our Mothers with a 
Brunch after Divine Liturgy followed by a special program 
presented by the Church School children. ... We helped cel- 
ebrate the Hram at the Orthodox Christian Centre by partici- 
pating in the Divine Liturgy which was followed by a banquet 
and the Brotherhood meeting. 


Bridgeport, CT. St. Dimitrie. Congratulations to our 
Church Choir which recently celebrated 50 years of service to 
our parish. The last day of Church School classes was marked 
by the presentation of certificates, pins and end-of-the-year 
presents. ... Our Annual Picnic was enjoyed by all. 


Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine & Helen. Congratula- 
tions to graduate Amy Madsen from high school and Claudiu 
Barbos from Preparatory School. ... Our Church School ended 
with the presentation of certificates and icons to about 25 
students. ... We were pleased to host the St. Vladimir Theo- 
logical Seminary's Octet *95. ... We also hosted the Balkan 


Festival this year on our church grounds. 
i ck > 
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BAPTISMS 


iim, Christopher Michael, son of Viorel & Doina Achim. 
kokie, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Sorin & 
Monica Racean. 

îs Christopher Valeriu, son of Dorel & Eliza Balos, Cleve- 
and, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: Valeriu & 
Paulina Cercel. 

bu, Alexandra Florina, daughter of Gabriel & Cristina Barbu, 
orth York, Ontario. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Tiberiu & Dana Moga. 

pndescu, Liana Cristina, daughter of Petru & Daniela 
3randescu, Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godpar- 
‘nts: Leon & Helen Petcov. 

la, Roxana Emilia, daughter of Ovidiu & Emilia Buda, Cleve- 
and, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: Anna & Pete 
ala; Mariana & Teodor Marti. 

tr, Montana Allan Ilie, son of Allan G. & Camelia N. T. 
urr, Providence, RI. St. John Woonsocket, RI. Godparents: 
lie & Marinela Tapalaga. 

tescu, Tudor Paul, son of Sorin & Daniela Costescu, Toronto, 
IN. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Adriana & Lucian 
Jragomirescu. 

“alschi, Edward, son of Ovidiu & Daniela L. Covalschi, 
terling Hgts., MI. Descent Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godpar- 
ents: Cezar & Doina Teodorescu. 

ciu, Diana Andreea, daughter of Ioan A. & Liana A. Danciu, 
Jon Mills, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Octavian 
Aurora Isaicu. 

"ies, Courtenay Sarah, daughter of Trevor J. & Jennie M. H. 
Javies, Regina, SK. St. George, Regina, SK. Godparents: 
3reg Armstrong & Jodie Burnier. 

ba, Mathew Charles, son of Charles & Treena H. Dumba, 
Regina, SK. St. George, Regina, SK. Godparent: Rose Dumba. 
mitrescu-Mihali, Andrew, son of Mihai & Carmen 
Jumitrescu-Mihali, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Alina & Andra 
untean. 

cu, Laura Nicole, daughter of Camelia & Mihai Florescu, 
arren, MI. Descent Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: 
Carmen T. & Emil Gheorghiu. 

rgescu, Andrei Florin, son of Mihai & Aurelia Georgescu, 
Zhicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparent: Florica 
ociman. 

ascu, Mary Gabrielle, daughter of George M. & Julie Z. 
Jonascu, Redford, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., MI. 
Sodparent: Dr. Anna Jonascu. 

u, Alina Rodica, daughter of Iosif & Rodica lancu, Brook- 
yn, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godaprents: John & Dorina 
akos. 

usca, Stephanie, daughter of Petru & Elisabeta Lapusca, 
oronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Victor & 
Elena Ciobanu. 

ch, Harold Raymond Jr., son of Harold R. & Nancy B. 
Leech, Alliance, OH. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. Godparents: 
Cornel & Silvia Vulcu. | 
itinca, Arleen, daughter of Eduard I. & Delia C. Matinca, 
North York, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Gheorghe Scarlet & Mariana Manta. 

»gda, Alexis Nicole, daughter of Draganel & Kim M. D. 
Magda, Clinton Twp., MI. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, 
MI. Godparents: Michael T. Reed & Doina Magda. 
snolescu, Joseph Anthony, son of Edmund & Maria A. 
‘Manolescu, Detroit, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., 
‘MI. Godparent: Marina Costici. 
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Mihaila, Victor, son of Vasile & Ecaterina Mihaila, Chicago, IL. 
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Cornel, Mioara, and 
Adela Tudor. 

Mendez, Joseph Alexander, son of Joseph & Gabriela Mendez, 
North Bergen, NJ. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. Godparents: 
James J. Melis and Michelle Busuioc. 

Moga, Joseph Pavel, son of Dr. Paul & Kristine M. Moga, 
Plymouth, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts, MI. Godpar- 
ents: John & Connie L. Surducan. 

Niculescu, Alessandra Tawny, daughter of Mihail & Simona 
Niculescu, N. Miami Beach, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. 
Godparents: Nina Coletta & Jose Alonso. 

Panait, Cristine Ann, daughter of Dan & Dorina Panait, Holly- 
wood, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. Godparents: Vasile & 
Ana Panait. 

Pranitchi, Joanna, daugther of Viorel & Magdalena Pranitchi, 
Don Mills, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Rodica 
& Adrian Angelescu. 

Pribac, Nicholas Alexander, son of Christina & Nicolae Pribac, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Ion & 
luliana Boia. 

Roman, Alexandra Nicole, daughter of Radu & Doina Roman, 
Westlake, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: Jeffrey 
Johnston, Edit Gurau, Adrian Gurau. 

Sandor, Roxana, daughter of Mihai & Viorica Sandor, Chicago, 
IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Vasile & Ica- 
Eleonora Pavel. 

Sarafu, Kira Elena, daughter of Dinu & Camelia Sarafu, Toronto, 
ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Mariana & Dan 
Ionescu. 

Stanulet, James Michael, son of John & Mariana Stanulet, 
Dearborn Hgts, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., MI. 
Godparents: Constantin & Veturia Nicula. 

Surducian, Sebastian, son of Andrei & Valeria Surducian, Lake- 
wood, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: Ion & 
Lenuta Belu. 

Timis, Gabriela Nicole, daughter of Gabriel & Atena Timis, 
Tamarac, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. Godparents: Milan 
& Wilma Dragovic. 

Trasca, Robert Valentin, son of Vali & Adriana Trasca, Toronto, 
ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: George & Rodica 
Jebalda. 

Vassilatos, Christina, daughter of Miltiadis & Marilena M. 
Vassilatos, Quebec City, PQ. St. George, Toronto, ON. God- 
parents: Daniela & Aurel David. 

Voinescu, Christina, daughter of Marian & Daniela T. Voinescu, 
Staten Island, NY. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. Godparents: 
Razvan & Virginia Busuioc. 


RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH 


Beers, Randi Lee, Eastlake, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Rev. 
Fr. Remus Grama. 

Carney, Thomas Joseph, Boca Raton, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, 
FL. Rev. Fr. D. Viorel Sasu. 

Davis, Virginia Genevieve, Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine & 
Helen, Indianapolis, IN. Rev. Fr. John M. Limbeson. 

Evans, Tamara Elaine, Cleveland, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, 
OH. Rev. Fr. Remus Grama. 

Hebert, Scott Edward, Dearborn Hgts., MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, 
Dearborn Hgts, MI. Rev. Fr. Romey Rosco. 

Hyde, Evan Michael, Regina, SK. St. George, Regina, SK. Rev. 
Fr. John Mancantelli. 

Madsen, Bethany Jean, Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine & 
Helen, Indianapolis, IN. Rev. Fr. John M. Limbeson. 

Madsen, Craig Thomas, Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine & 
Helen, Indianapolis, IN. Rev. Fr. John M. Limbeson. 
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Madsen, Kenneth Craig, Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine & 
Helen, Indianapolis, IN. Rev. Fr. John M. Limbeson. 

Madsen, Nancy, Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine & Helen, 
Indianapolis, IN. Rev. Fr. John M. Limbeson. 

Wey, Margaret, Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine & Helen, 
Indianapolis, IN. Rev. Fr. John M. Limbeson. 


MARRIAGES 
Pe oii) Oe ee A ee 
Carney, Thomas J. and Lavinia Agachi, Boca Raton, FL. Holy 
Trinity, Miramar, FL. Godparents: Rev. Fr. D. V. and Rodica 
Sasu. 

Demane, Kujtim and Smaranda Ardelean, Chicago, IL. Holy 
Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Ilie & Livia Basaraba. 
Hansell, Jeffrey and Daniela S. Grama, Fremont, CA. St Mary, 

Cleveland, OH. Godparents: Janene & Scott Kubit. 
Nita, Patru I. and Randi Lee Beers, Eastlake, OH. St. Mary, 
Cleveland, OH. Godparents: Petru & Livia Radu. 
Surd, Trandafir and Mihaela Purice, Chicago, IL. Holy Nativ- 
ity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Cristian & Rodica Burlovan. 
Timis, Gabriel and Atena Miller, Tamarac, FL. Holy Trinity, 
Miramar, FL. Godparents: Milan & Wilma Dragovic. 

Wilson, William S. and Beverly Ann Ross, Louisville, KY. 
Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. Godparents: John & Diane 
Ross. 


DECEASED 


Adams, Sophia (Talabac), 95. St. John, Woonsocket, RI 

Backus, Aurora (Dora), 96. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, 
MI. 

Banciu, Eugenia, 87. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. 

Chodosoff, Catherine, 88. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 

Cretu (Krecu) Pavel, 89. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. 

Cucu, Cornelia, 79. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. 

Damian, Mary Ann, 80. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. 

Dumitrescu, Constantin, 83. St. George, Toronto, ON. 

Geletu, Paraschiva Paula, 70. St. George, Toronto, ON. 

Hysuick, Nick, 76. Descent Holy Spirit, Assiniboia, SK. 

Iatzko, Peter, 74. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., MI. 

Kadarian, Primus, 57. Descent Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. 

Laslovici, John, 103. St. George, Toronto, ON. 

Magurean, Lucy R., 92. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. 

Manu, Toma M., 70. St. John, Kitchener, ON. 

Mihaescu, Maria, 89. Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH. . 

Petrescu, Mircea R., 69. St. George, Toronto, ON. 

Preda, Vasilica, 78. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. 

Rosca, Mary, 99. St. George, Regina, SK. 

Saiu, Maria, 70. St. George, Toronto, ON. 

Sarsama, Leon, 56. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 

Sofariu, Maria, 86. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 

Stefanescu, Ion, 72. St. George, Toronto, ON. 

Stoian, Dumitru Dan, 57. Sts. Peter & Paul, Flintoft, SK. 

Talabac, Louis, 92. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. 

Tatomir, Charles, 78. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI 

Williams (MD), Walter A., 49. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 


ATTENTION PARISHES! 
DEADLINE FOR PHOTOS 
1996 CALENDARUL SOLIA 
AUGUST 31, 1995 
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Warren, MI. Descent Holy Spirit. Our Mother’s Day 
dinner was a fine success. ... We congratulate our Ladies 
Auxiliary for the great work they did in hosting the ARFORA 
Congress this year. Their wonderful meals and pastries were 
appreciated by all. 


Chicago, IL. St. Mary. Our parish sponsored a lovely 
Mother’s Day banquet. ... We thank the donors of a green set 
of priest’s vestments and matching covers for the holy chalice, 
and 2 bronze candelabra. 


St. Paul, MN. St. Mary. We were pleased to have the V. 
Rev. Mother Gabriella, Abbess of Holy Dormition Monastery, 
join us for Divine Liturgy and give us a fine presentation. ... 
Our “Izvorasul” dance group had a beautiful, successful and 
fun time in New York city. Nada Jurich won the title “Miss 
Banatul New York 1995,” the second winner of the title from 
our group. Congratulations! 


Cleveland, OH. St. Mary. A program under the auspices 
of ARFORA titled “Strengthening our Soul” was presented at 
our church. The first workshop, “Do not fear, Little Flock,” 
offered suggestions on how Christians are to cope with stress. 
Other workshops will follow. ... Our Spring Reverse Drawing 
Dinner proved successful. ... Larisa Lucaci conducted an 
Orthodox Romanian concert at St. Nicholas Cathedral in Wash- 
ington, D.C. ... A Hallmark store in Cleveland has greeting 
cards with bi-lingual English-Romanian texts (translations by 
Fr. Grama). ... After the Church School Recognition Day 
ceremony, a picnic for the students and parents was hosted by 
the Parents Club. ... Congratulations to our high school gradu- 
ates Mandy Januska, Amanda Metzner and Scott Spencer.ik 


Compiled by Florence Sirb 


POFTA BUNA COOKBOOK | 


Xth Edition 
New Easy to Read 
Laser Printing 
Great Gift for Showers, Weddings, Birthdays, et 
ORDER 


copies of POFTA BUNA 
@ $10.00 each (U.S. funds only) 


Total $ 


Make check payable to: . 

St. Mary's Society i 
îsowa se 
i NORTH OLMSTED, OH 44070 


Marele Prooroc Ilie 


: multe chipuri a vorbit Dumnezeu omului, pentru a- 
vata dreapta credinţă si ai arăta menirea în această 
ii, ca și în cea veşnică. La început Dumnezeu a vorbit 
lui faţă către faţă, iar după păcatul neascultării, prin 
roci și în urmă prin însuși Mântuitorul. Mijloacele 
care Dumnezeu a căutat să tind pe om în legătură cu 
fac parte din lucrurile mântuirii, iar profetiile 
iului Testament sunt unele din aceste mijloace. 
eţiile au avut drept scop păstrarea adevăratei credinţe. 
este unul dintre profeti, întocmai ca un sfeșnic 
inos, prin credinţa lui neclintită în adevăratul 
1nezeu. 
rofetul a trăit cu 816 ani înaintea venirii lui Hristos, 
fand poporul vreme de 25 ani. Scriptura nu dă 
nunte despre viaţa de familie a Proorocului Ilie și 
și i se aduce un cult deosebit. Desigur, Biserica 
ueste viata sfântă a tuturor profeților, dar daca Sf. 
=ste cinstit cu deosebită evlavie, ne arată că el a fost 
e la păstrarea credinţei întrun singur Dumnezeu, 
ător împotriva închinării la idolii păgâni, având o 
deosebită, asemenea pustnicilor și savarsind minuni. 
upă Traditie Ilie era din neamul lui Aaron și fiul 
tului Sovac din Tesva Galaadului, în lordania de azi, 
Tu care i se spune Tesviteanul. A trăit departe de 
intele omenești, în văile Carmelului si Sinaiului, 
2 ienuperul îi servea de acoperământ, iar peșterile 
locul de refugiu în caz de primejdie. De aceea 
orocul a rămas sub denumirea de “proorocul munţilor,” 
fiul pustiului.” Era îmbrăcat cu o mantie strânsă la 
oc cu o cingătoare de piele. (4 Regi 1,8.) Isi agonisea 
a din pustie, iar uneori o primea dela Dumnezeu. (3 
i 17, 6;8-16.) în schimb viaţa duhovnicească i-a fost 


jungând rege în Samaria, Ahab, căsătorit fiind cu 
ela, fiica regelui Sidonului, închinătoare la idoli, a 
poporul la cultul zeului Baal și al Astartei. 

in porunca lui Dumnezeu, plin de credinţă, luminat 
uhul Sfânt si având un curaj binecuvântat, Ilie vine 
urtea regelui și-l mustră, cu aspre cuvinte, pentru 
irea lui. Văzând că nu poate indupleca pe Ahab sa 
atoarcă la dreapta credinţă, îi vestește că se va abate 
=tă şi foamete vreme de peste trei ani. (3 Regi 17,1.) 
ib voia să omoare pe Ilie, vestitorul lui Dumnezeu, 
el, la porunca Dumnului, sa dus în albia pârâului 
rit, unde mâna regelui nu-l poate ajunge. “Du-te la 
aul Cherit, vei bea apă din el, iar corbii te vor hrăni, 
- Domnul şi s'a dus. (3 Regi 17,3-4.) Când pârâul a 
at acelaşi cuvânt sfânt I-a trimis la Sarepta Sidonului, 
o femee văduvă, unde o mână de făină și putin 
Helemn nu s'au imputinat până în zilele în care Domnul 
at ploaie. (3 Regi, 17,14.) lată însă că moare fiul 
uvei. “Si a suflat proorocul de trei ori peste copil 
gând: “Doamne, Dumnezeul meu să se întoarcă sufletul 
stui copil în el. Şi a ascultat Domnul glasul lui Ilie, iar 
iilul a înviat” (3 Regi, 17,21-22.) Implinindu-se trei 
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ani $i jumătate, vreme în care seceta aduse multe suferinţe, 
Proorocul vine din nou la regele Ahab, făcându-i dovada 
că vorbele sale cuprindeau vrerile lui Dumnezeu. Ilie 
cere să meargă, cu tot poporul, pe Mtele Carmel, făcându- 
se două altare de jertfă, unul pentru Ilie, iar celălalt 
pentru păgâni și peste care va cădea foc din cer, este 
semn că acea jertfă este primită de Domnul. La rugăciunea 
Proorocului Ilie jertfa lui s'a aprins (3 Regi 18, 37-39) 
spre încredințarea poporului, care striga: “Dumnezeul lui 
Ilie, este Dumnezeul adevărat.” (3 Regi 18,39). 

In urma acestei minuni zăvoarele cerului s'au deschis 
și ploaia din belșug a udat pământul uscat de secetă. 

Ultima minune a Pror. Ilie a fost despărţirea apelor 
Iordanului și ridicarea lui la cer, întrun vârtej de flăcări, 
pe un car de foc. (4 Regi 2,8,11.) Pror. Ilie a fost ca o 
făclie vie fata de toţi si mai ales faţă de ucenicul său 
Elisei, căruia i-a dat dar îndoit, lăsându-i ca semn cojocul 
său. Predicatorul Ilie Miniat spune că, așa cum a lăsat 
Ilie cojocul ucenicului, așa a lăsat Mântuitorul, după 
Inălţare, Trupul său, în Taina Sf. Cuminecături. 

Activitatea Proorocului Ilie nu a fost încă încheată. 
Spune Sf. Scriptură că, înainte de a doua venire a 
Domnului, Proorocul Ilie va veni din nou pe pământ. 
“lată zice Proorocul Maleachi, eu vă trimit pe Ilie 
Proorocul înainte de a veni Ziua Domnului, cea mare și 
înfricoşată. El va întoarce inima părinţilor către fii si 
inima fiilor către părinţii lor.” (Mal. 3,23-24.) Profetia se 
va împlini, zice lisus: “Ilie întradevăr va veni și va așeza 
la loc toate.” (Matei 17,11.) 

Proorocul Ilie a mai fost văzut cu trupul, tot în chip 
minunat, pe Mtele Taborului, la Schimbarea la Faţă a lui 
lisus. (Matei 17,3-4.) Ap. Petru care l-a văzut pe Prooroc 
pe Tabor, accentuiază faptul spunând că cele predicate 
despre mărirea de pe Tabor sunt realităţi văzute, “cu 
ochii noștri.” (2 Petru 1,16.) 

Puternica lui credință, conștiința că este un trimis al 
lui Dumnezeu, viaţa-i curată, setea de dreptate, curajul 
cu care a mustrat păcatul și minunile săvârșite, străbat 
peste veacuri. Sf. Ilie este, după cum spun sfintele cântări 
de cinstire “înger în trup,” sfeșnic nestins al Bisericii,” “al 
doilea Mergător Inainte al venirii lui Hristos.” El ne dă 
mărturia că rugăciunea plină de credinţă, ne ţine viaţa 
legată de Dumnezeu. 

Dragostea pentru Ilie a trecut și la creștini. Despre nici 
un prooroc nu se pomeneşte așa des în Noul Testament, 
ca de Proorocul Ilie. Apostolul Iacov vede în el puterea 
rugăciunii: “Ilie era om asemenea noua ... $i cu rugăciune 
Sa rugat ...” (5, 17-18.) Până și Apostolii vorbeau de 
Pror. Ilie, când lisus nu a fost primit întrun oraș din 
Samaria. (Luca 9,54.) 

Trebue să înţelegem dece Sf. Biserică a rânduit cinstirea 
Sf. Prooroc Ilie la 20 Iulie, în fiecare an. Sărbătorind pe 
Prooroc să-i înălțăm cuvânt de cinstire, să ni-l înfăţișăm 
cu înflăcărarea sa și cu rugăciunile lui pline de credinţă 
și însoţite de putere. Aceste virtuţi să fie și pentru noi 
pilde de urmat, înălțându-ne din noaptea păcatelor și 
cerându-i să ne izbăvească de multele sminteli, rugându- 
se lui Dumnezeu si pentru noi. %% 

+ Părintele Nicolae Bârsan 


RIICATILVĂ PENTRU O ROMÂNIE LIBERĂ SI PACE ÎN LUME itz 


CORA 
Raport De Activitate 


In această perioadă de timp, activitatea organizaţiei 
CORA sa desfăşurat axată pe două tărâmuri: 

Activitatea sa obișnuită, conform Statutului de 
funcţionare și activitatea legată de organizaţia CEEC 
(Central and East European Coalition) din care face parte 
și CORA. 

Activitatea organizaţiei CORA s'a axat pe următoarele 
probleme: 

— Presiune exercitată asupra personalului Ambasadei 
Române din Washington, în ceeace priveşte accelerarea 
privatizării în România. 

— Condamnarea retoricii inflamatorii referitoare la 
minoritățile din România și a faptului că Guvernul Român 
nu denunța această retorică. 

— Participarea la Conferinţa ţinută de Casa Albă la 
Cleveland la care au participat reprezentanţi ai altor zece 
organizaţii etnice şi participarea la întâlnirea cu 
Președintele Clinton. 

— Intâlnirea în ședință închisă, ca parte a Conferinţei 
Casei Albe, cu alte 24 organizaţii etnice, Ministrul 
Comerţului, Ministrul Adjunct al Ministerului de Externe, 
oficialități înalte ale Consiliului de Securitate și mai multi 
Ambasadori Americani în ţările din Centrul și Răsăritul 
Europei. 

— Organizare de ședinte ale Coaliţiei Ţărilor din 
Centrul și Răsăritul Europei cu participarea membrilor 
Camerei Reprezentanţilor și Senatului American. 

— Discutarea problemei Basarabiei, faţă în fata cu 
Președintele Clinton, scrisori și telefoane pentru a atrage 
atenţia Președintelui asupra acestei probleme, înainte de 
întâlnirea sa cu Yeltin. 
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— Pregătirea si participarea la ședința membrilor 
CORA care s'a ţinut la Washington în zilele de 10, 11 si 
12 Mai 1995. 

— Participarea la activitatea unui comitet care să 
înfiinţeze un “memorial” pentru victimile atrocităților 
comise de comuniști. 

— Participarea la toate sedintele CEEC (Central and 
East European Coalition) care a avut in plan urmatoarele 
obiective: 

— Activitate intensă împotriva unei Yalte II. 

— Creșterea fondurilor de ajutorare a ţărilor din Centrul 
și Estul Europei. 

— Activitate intensă în vederea organizării unui Cau- 
cus al Congresului pentru Europa Centrală și de Răsărit. 

— Răspuns la presiunea exercitată de către membri 
importanţi ai Congresului American asupra Guvernului 
din România pentru restituirea proprietăţilor unor anumite 
minorități din România. 

— Intalnirea în sedinte (aprox. două pe săptămână) cu 
membri ai Camerei Reprezentanţilor și Senatului Ameri- 
can. 

Sedintele CORA ţinute la Washington între 10 si 12 
Mai 1995. 

Obiective discutate: 

Şedinţele CORA ţinute la Washington dovedesc 
limpede că importanța României în sfera intereselor 
securităţii și altor interese ale Statelor Unite este în sfârșit 
recunoscută de reprezentanţii Guvernului American. 

Mobilizarea comunităţilor etnice în activitatea de 
influențare a Guvernului American, care să exercite 
presiune asupra Guvernelor din Centrul și Estul Europei, 
pentru desvoltarea democraţiei și a economiei de piaţă, în 
acele ţări, este de o importanţă deosebită. 

Guvernul Român trebue să accelereze procesul de 
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U.S. Capitol De la stânga la 
dreapta: Par. Prot. 53 
Apostola (Bis. Sf. Nicolae 
Worcester, MA), Păr. E. 
Vasilescu (Bis. Acoperământul 
Maicii Domnului, Fall 
Church, VA), Păr. R. Grama 
(Bis. Sf. Maria, Cleveland, 
OH), Par. C. Fetea (Bis. Sf. 
Maria, Elmhurst, NY), Sena- 
tor Stalajan (Romania), P.S. 
Episcop Nathaniel (ROEA), 
Senator Robert Dole (Senatul 
American), A. Scala (Director 
CORA), C. Valmy (Am. Rom. 
Committee), Par. Prot. L. 
Lazăr (Catedrala Sf 
Gheorghe, Southfield, MI) 
Cornel Mohoreanu (Camere 
de Comert Rom. Am., Wash: 
ington, DC), J. McCrensk 
(Camera de Comert Rom 
Am., New York, NY), P 

Nicholson (Prieteni American 
ai României). 
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Din Istoria Misiunilor 
Parohia Sfânta Maria, 
Tustin, California 


Sau împlinit la 10 martie 1995, zece ani dela prima 
Anta Liturghie, care cu binecuvântarea Prea Sfintitului 
ithaniel, a fost slujită pentru credincioşii ce locuesc 
140 de mile la Sud de Los Angeles. Slujbele sau ţinut 
"regularitate aproape un an intro aripă a sălii de 


tivităţi a Bisericii Anglicane St. Paul din Tustin. După 
an văzând că merităm încredere, ni s’a dat permisiunea 
a sluji în biserică. 

a fost deloc ușor. Nașterea unei parohii seamănă cu 
sterea unui copil care trebuie ocrotit, hrănit, îngrijit si 
tru care rabzi destule nopţi nedormite, cu răbdare si 
elunga răbdare ca el să crească si să ajungă a merge 
icioare. 

ar cum 0 comunitate este formată din indivizi, celule 
care nu întotdeauna ascultă să-și împlinească rolul, 
1aţia este chiar mai grea. A fost nevoie de destul timp 
tru a cunoaşte pe fiecare suflet în parte, cu talente și 
iciuni, pentru a sti pe fiecare unde să-l folosesti si 
nd. Cum să-i vorbeşti pe lungimea unzii lui de 
alegere. 

Sunt suflete gata obișnuite cu credinţa, cu biserica, 
tru care nu trebuie prea mult efort, care de fapt sunt 
ra unei biserici. Sunt si din cei care le mai amestecă 
or să slujească la mai multi domni, aceștia trebuie 
reptati cu dragoste și răbdare. Apoi sunt unii indiferenți 
chiar ostili, care de fapt prin poziţia lor nu fac parte 
! biserica lui Hristos. 

m pornit la drum cu un număr relativ mic de familii, 
1 care unii au plecat în alte parti, alţii au adormit in 
'mnul, iar o mână din aceștia mai sunt printre noi pana 
i. Dumnezeu ne-a purtat de grijă trimiţându-ne mereu 
alţii care iubind biserica sau așezat aici. Personal am 
onsorat cca o sută de persoane, din care puţini s'au 
-zat în comunitate, cei mai multi au folosit doar ajutorul 
tru, apoi au plecat, Dumnezeu știe pe unde. 

Astăzi biserica are un număr multumitor de membri, 
‘scand câte putin în fiecare an. 

tatul pe la alţii este bun pentru început, dar cu timpul 
simte nevoia de a merge acasă. Te-ai ruga mai mult 
1 în zile deosebite, dar nu poţi. Ai nevoie de biserică 
tru un botez sau o cununie, ţi se cer taxe în plus sau 
şi simplu biserica este ocupată. 

şa am început a ne ruga lui Dumnezeu și a căuta, 
e a găsi un loc unde printro transformare a clădirii să 
em avea bisericuţa noastră. Acum vreo șase ani în 
mă, în căutările noastre am găsit o proprietate si eram 
m trist că nu putem să o cumpărăm. Văzându-mă 
xândurat, unul din consilieri s'a apropiat de mine și mi- 
vis; - nu te necăji, Părinte, locul pentru biserică este 
jtărât de Dumnezeu şi așteaptă pentru noi. Şi așa a fost, 
amnezeu l-a pregătit. Când am auzit de loc am mers să- 
vad. Pe gard era o floare urcătoare pe care în fara o 
imeam; “mâna Maicii Domnului,” când a văzut-o 
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preoteasa a zis; “-ăsta este locul, că și planta asta parcă 
anume a fost pusă aici.” Am început a explica poporului 
și a alerga pentru a strânge cei șaptezeci de mii de care 
aveam nevoie pentru început. Cu greu, s'a făcut suma, 
pentru restul avem rată lunară. N'a fost uşor nici cu 
planurile, dar tot El a rezolvat totul cu oamenii din 
biserică, fără cheltuieli, au fost aprobate, s'a plătit pentru 
permit si în lulie 1991 am început lucrul. Vechea clădire 
a fost demolată complet, iar acum trebuiau bani pentru 
materiale. Promisiunea că cineva ne va dona cimentul nu 
s'a materializat. In bancă erau prea puţini bani pentru un 
asemenea plan dar fundaţia era săpată. Toată lumea era 
în alertă. La telefon o doamnă pe care preoteasa o sunase 
să-i spună de situaţie îi zice; “-și cum vă închipuiţi că 
puteţi strânge zece mii în câteva zile!? La care preoteasa 
răspunde; “Dumnezeu va purta de grijă.” A doua zi, la 
serviciu, stătea oarecum frământată. Unul din clienţi, se 
apropie și o întreabă ce are de este așa îngândurată? Ii 
spune situaţia si a doua zi vine la ea cu un cec de cinci 
mii și-i zice; “-Mai puneţi şi voi pe lângă acesta şi se va 
turna fundaţia.” 

Pe când ne gândeam să găsim pe cineva să ia lucrarea, 
pentru că bani pentru un contractor nu aveam, Dumnezeu 
ni l-a trimis pe d-l Velicescu, contractor, aproape de 
pensie atunci, căruia când i-am explicat cum stăm si ce 
vrem, a răspuns; “-Toată viaţa Părinte am lucrat pentru 
mine, a venit vremea să fac ceva și pentru Dumnezeu!” 

In ce mă priveşte nu am lipsit nici măcar o zi de pe 
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SFINTIREA LOCULUI 
Mânăstirea Adormirea Maicii Domnului 


Pentru mânăstirea Adormirea Maicii Domnului din 
Rives Junction, prima sâmbătă după Învierea Domnului 
nostru lisus Hristos reprezintă ziua celui de al doilea 
hram. Anul acesta, această zi a fost marcată și de un alt 
eveniment deosebit de important — sfinţirea locului 
unde se vor ridica noile clădiri ale complexului 
mânăstiresc. Peste o sută de credincioși au luat parte în 
această zi însorită de Aprilie la ceremoniile care au avut 
loc. 

Sfânta Liturghie a fost slujită de Preasfinţitul Episcop 
Nathaniel, împreună cu Părintele Arhimandrit Roman 
Braga, duhovnicul mânăstirii, Părintele Arhimandrit Felix 
Dubneac, preoții Elias Mitchell, Michael St. Andrew, 
John Adamcio, Dusan Koprivica, Simeon Caplat, 
Diaconul David Oancea, și Hipodiaconul John Lazar. 
Au mai fost prezenţi si alti călugări din state învecinate. 

La terminarea Sfintei Liturghii, întreg soborul preoţesc 
urmat de credincioși, sa adunat la locul unde sau citit 
rugăciunile de sfințire. Prima lopată de pământ a fost 
întoarsă de Presfintitul Nathaniel, urmat de Maica 
Gabriella, stareta mânăstirii, domnul Marc Ciccarelli, 
arhitectul proiectant, grupul “Prietenii Mânăstirii” din 
Detroit, precum şi alţi prieteni și credincioşi prezenţi la 
acest eveniment. 

Masa de prânz care a fost servită ulterior în pavilion, 
a fost donată și preparată de două familii aparţinând 
parohiei Sfinţii Petru și Pavel din Detroit. 

În cele câteva cuvinte de deschidere a prezentărilor 
care au urmat, Maica Gabriella a subliniat rolul și 
misiunea acestei mânăstiri, importanţa monahismului în 
America si viitorul lui în această ţară. 

Domnul Arhitect Ciccarelli a oferit detalii referitoare 
la proiectul de construcţie în sine, urmat fiind apoi de o 
prezentare a diferitelor aspecte financiare și fondurile 
care trebuesc adunate pentru realizarea acestui proiect. 
Cele mai importante surse de fonduri sunt donațiile si 
împrumuturile fără dobândă. 

Dintre cei prezenţi, doamna Barbara Francheck a 
amintit tuturor că punctul central al vieţii noastre trebue 
să fie întotdeauna Biserica. 

Intrun discurs cald și entuziast, Preasfinţitul Nathaniel 
a vorbit despre rolul unei mânăstiri ca fiind locul unde 
viețuiesc călugării a căror întreagă existenţă este dedicată 
rugăciunii, ca fiind un loc de refugiu pentru toţi oamenii, 
o misiune care susţine si întăreşte Biserica şi 
ortodoxismul. El a subliniat necesitatea mânăstirii de a 
primi ajutor și a recunoscut faptul că acest proiect de 
expansiune nu este un simplu pas înainte, ci “un gigantic 
progres pe drumul credinţei.” 

Maica Gabriella a încheiat prin a mulțumi celor prezenţi 
pentru participare și prezenţă, reamintind că mânăstirea 
aceasta nu este numai a călugărilor, ci un refugiu pentru 
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toţi. 

Planurile de construcţie sunt finalizate. Locul este 
sfinţit, toţi aşteaptă începerea lucrărilor. Pentru <¢ 
transforma această viziune în realitate, mai avem nevoit 
de fonduri. Avem nevoie de 500 de sprijinitori care si 
doneze $3000 fiecare. Până în prezent avem 20 de astfe 
de donaţii. Acestea pot fi făcute sub forma unei singuri 
donaţii de $3000, sau împărţită pe o perioadă de timp de 
3 ani, cu o plată anuală de $1000, sau una trimestrială de 
$250, sau chiar rate lunare de $83. 

Ajutorul si sprijinul dumneavoastră, ca și până acum 
ne este nepretuit. Orice donaţie este binevenită si orict 
contribuţie este de mare folos. Această mânăstire m 
poate exista și nu se poate desvolta fără ajutoru 
credincioşilor pe care îi servește. Amintiţi-vă de noi îi 
rugăciunile dumneavoastră. 

Dumnezeu să vă binecuvinteze. 

Mânăstirea Adormirea Maicii Domnului, 3389 Rive 
Eaton Road, Rives Junction, MI 49277. * 


oA GDA 


CONGRES A.R.A. 


Intre 23 si 26 August 1995 se va tine la Reno, 
Nevada cel de al XX-lea Congres/A.R.A. 
Pentru informaţii adresati-va la: 
Monica Grecu, Ph.D. 
P.O. Box 14536 
Reno, Nevada 89507 
U.S.A. 
Tel. (702) 784-6044 
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ITĂ ISTORICĂ 
'entru prima oară în istorie, un Patriarh Ecumenic a 
tat Japonia și Coreea de Sud. 
tre 2 și 8 Aprilie 1995, Sanctitatea Sa Patriarhul 
tholomeu I a fost în Japonia pentru a participa la 
ocviul international “Religiile şi ocrotirea naturii” la 
itaţia Prințului Filip, soţul Reginei Angliei, 
sedintele Fundaţiei mondiale pentru natură. Cu această 
ie, Patriarhul Ecumenic s'a întâinit cu IPS Teodosie, 
istătătorul Bisericii Ortodoxe Autonome din Japonia. 
tre 8 și 13 Aprilie, Patriarhul Ecumenic a fost în 
cea de Sud pentru o vizită pastorală. A slujit Sfânta 
rghie în catedrala ortodoxă “Sfântul Nicolae” din 
| și a inaugurat Centrul misionar ortodox local si 
la “Sfântul Maxim Grecul.” 

(S.O.P., nr. 198, Mai 1995) 


FA SI OMEGA” 

Alfa si Omega” este singura revistă cu profil religios 
Basarabia. Pe frontispiciul ei stau cuvintele lui 
inescu “Biserica Ortodoxă este mama poporului 
an.” Din cuprinsul nr. 5 remarcăm articolele 
mavestire”; “Temeiuri canonice pentru reactivarea 
“ropoliei Basarabiei”; “Panslavismul. Moscova- 
grad-Tiraspol”; “New Age”; “In memoriam - Pr. Dr. 
il Mihail”; “Fericiti cei milostivi” etc. 

'ntrun spaţiu geografic în care TV-ul și presa 
anaţionalistă predică “superioritatea spiritului rus,” 
asta “Alfa si Omega” vine să apere Ortodoxia împotriva 
sărei ofensive prozelististe ori atee, folosindu-se de 
ele iubirii. 

(România Liberă, 6 Mai 1995) 


SERICA RUSĂ 

3% dintre ruşi declară că ei cred în Dumnezeu. 
joritatea celor ce cred sunt ortodocși, adică 51%. Dar 
ctica religioasă rămâne slabă, numai 2% dintre 
“soanele intervievate participă în fiecare Duminică la 
ijbe. Aceste statistici sunt furnizate de Buletinul de 
sormaţii al Departamentului Relaţiilor Externe 
;ericești al Patriarhiei Moscovei, care se bazează pe 
adajul “Centrul rus de cercetare a opiniilor sociale” din 
gust 1994. 

Aceeași sursă precizează că dacă în anul 1988 - la 
ibătoarea Mileniului creștinării rușilor - existau în Rusia 
)0 biserici ortodoxe deschise, astăzi numărul lor a 
ns 15000. În Moscova, în anul 1988 erau deschise 
tului 46 de biserici, numărul lor crescând astăzi la 
4. În cadrul negocierilor cu statul este prevăzută 
schiderea a încă 88 de biserici la Moscova. 

(Revue Sainte Anne, Fevrier 1995) 


PISCOPIA COVASNEI SI A HARGHITEI 

Din secolul al XIV-lea până în secolul al XVIII-lea, în 

leţul Harghita au căzut în ruină 14 biserici ortodoxe, 
în secolele XVIII și XIX, în judeţul Covasna, 22 
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biserici. Ocupaţia hortistă (1940-1944) a dus la distrugerea 
a inca 9 biserici ortodoxe. 

In luna lulie 1994, Biserica Ortodoxă Română a 
înfiinţat Episcopia Covasnei și Harghitei, care are 97 
parohii cu un total de 110 biserici. Dintre ele, 42 sunt 
construite în secolele XVII și XIX, dar numai 30 sunt 
monumente istorice. Cele mai ruinate sunt bisericile din 
Beli (1776), Bixad-Olt (1712), Tg. Secuiesc (1754), 
Breţcu (1893). Va găsi Direcţia Monumentelor fondurile 
necesare restaurării lor? 

(Viaţa Cultelor, 10 Martie 1995) 


GRECIA 
Sfântul Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe din Grecia a ales, 
la 26 Ianuarie a.c., 4 noi mitropoliți și 5 Episcopi Vicari. 
Noii mitropoliți sunt Andrei de Konitza, Alexios de 
Nikaia, Pantelimom de Xanti și Alexandru de Mantinia. 
Aceiasi Biserică a fost greu încercată prin decesul - la 14 
lanuarie - a Prof. Dr. Panayotis Christu, specialist în 
Patristică, editorul operelor Sfântului Grigorie Palamas, 
profesor la Facultatea de teologie din Salonic, director al 
revistelor “Klironomia” și “Analecta Vlatadon” și al 
Centrului de studii hagiologice din Salonic. 
(S.O.P., nr.7196, Mars 1995) 


CREDIBILITATE 

Potrivit unui sondaj de opinie - dat publicitatii la 20 
Martie a.c. - activitatea Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane a 
fost apreciata “buna sau foarte buna” de 82% din populatia 
României si de numai 7% ca “nu prea bună.” 

Sondajul a fost facut de Institutul pentru calitatea 
vietii si de Centrul pentru sociologie urbana si regionala, 
pe un esantion de 1168 persoane, in varsta de peste 18 
ani. Factorul de eroare este de 3%. 

(Viata Cultelor, 25 Martie 1995) 


“ORAŞUL BIBLIE 
Proiectul unui “Oraș al Bibliei,” dedicat celor trei mari 
Religii monoteiste - iudaismul, creștinismul și islamul - 
„care va fi construit în apropierea anticei localităţi Petra 
din Iordania, a fost prezentat de oamenii de afaceri asiatici 
la recenta Conferinţă asupra dezvoltării economice din 
Orientul Apropriat, care s'a ţinut la Casablanca (Maroc). 
(Revue Sainte Anne, Fevrier 1995) 


BISERICI ÎN CONSTRUCŢIE 
În 1990, Arhiepiscopia Bucureştilor a comandat 
Institutului “Proiect” Bucuresri, proiectele a 50 de biserici, 
menite să înlocuiuscă cele 29 de biserici ortodoxe 
dărâmate sub Ceaușescu. Primăria Capitalei a aprobat 
doar 40 și a acordat 9 terenuri pe care se află în faza de 
construcţie 9 biserici, și anume: Sfântul Spiridon Vechi 
(lângă Operetă); Sfântul Nicolae (lângă uzinele “Faur”); 
Doamna Oltea (pe str. Barbu Văcărescu); Sfinţii Mihail 
şi Gavriil (pe bd. Constantin Brâncoveanu); Biserica 
Cont. la pag. 22 
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Cont. de la pag. 21 
Eroilor (cimitirul Belu); trei în Drumul Taberei și una 
din lemn în cartierul Titan. În judeţul Prahova se află în 
construcţie 5 biserici la Ploiești si 5 în alte localităţi. 

În judeţul Ialomiţa și Călărași se construiesc biserici 
în Slobozia - o catedrală pentru noua Episcopie a Sloboziei 
şi Călărașului - apoi în Călărași, Fetești, Garbovi, Maiu, 
Munteni-Buzău, Olteniţa, Orezu, Țăndărei și Urziceni. 

În judeţul Dâmboviţa se construieşte biserica Eroilor 
din Târgoviște și o alta în comuna Valea Mare. 

(Viaţa Cultelor, 7 Aprilie 1995) 


BISERICA COPTĂ 

Biserica Coptă din Egipt are 8 milione de credincioși 
si “a născut în secolul V, când acești creștini au respins 
hotărârile Sinodului Ecumenic de la Calcedon (451), 
marcând rivalitatea dintre Alexandria și Constantinopole. 
Este condusă de Patriarhul Shenouda, 72 de ani, ales în 
1971. 

Peste hotare, această Biserică numără 72 de parohii în 
America. 38 în Europa și 21 în Australia. 

(S.O.P., nr. 196, Mars 1995) 


APROBARE 

“Mitropolia Basarabiei apreciază si aplaudă ceea ce 
cer studenţii: ei cer istorie românească, ceea ce am făcut 
și noi când am cerut Patriarhiei Române să ne primească 
sub oblăduirea ei” - a declarat la 7 Aprilie pentru Buletinul 
“Viaţa Cultelor” I.P.S. Petru Pădurău, locţiitor de 
Mitropolit. 

Reamintim că studenţii basarabeni au protestat 
împotriva hotărârii Guvernului de la Chișinău de a înlocui 
în şcoli limba română cu așa zisa limbă “moldovenească” 
și studiul Istoriei României cu studiul Istoriei Moldovei, 
fostă sovietică. 

De asernenea, I.P.S. Petru și-a exprimat nelinistea că 
nimeni nu face nimic pentru salvarea vieţii patriotului 
român Ilie Ilașcu închis la Tiraspol. 

(Viaţa Cultelor, 14 Aprilie 1995) 


PROTOCOL 
Potrivit unui protocol recent încheiat de Patriarhia 
Româmă cu Ministerul Sănătăţii, 150 de preoţi ortodocși 
au fost acreditaţi pe lângă tot atâtea spitale din București 
si din alte localităţi ale ţării. Pacienţii aparţinând altor 
confesiuni pot avea proprii lor preoţi. 
(Viaţa Cultelor, 14 Aprilie 1995) 


GHIDUL MÂNĂSTIRILOR 

Fundaţia “Anastasia” a publicat recent ediţia a doua a 
“Ghidului Schiturilor. Mânăstirilor si Asezimintelor 
Monahale cu moaște și icoane făcătoare de minuni” de 
Ion Stroe și Gheorghe Iacob. 

Ghidul nominalizează și localizează 335 mânăstiri și 
schituri, cu peste 5200 vieţuitori si 21 catedrale episcopale 
ortodoxe existente în Romania la sfârșitul anului 1993 
din marile provincii istorice: Ardeal, Banat, Dobrogea, 
Moldova, Muntenia şi Oltenia. 

(Viaţa Cultelor, 14 Aprilie 1995) 
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GEORGIA 

“Biserica Ortodoxă din Georgia cunoaște a reînoii 
remarcabită întrun context istoric, politic si economi 
dintre cele mai dureroase” — a declarat recent Episcopi 
Abraham, rectorul Academiei teologice din Tblisi şi P 
Grigore, președintele Comitetului științific al Patriarhii 
Georgiei. 

Din peste 2000 de biserici deschise în anul 1917, î 
anii comunismului au mai rămas numai 50, alături de 
mânăstiri și un seminar. După dispariţia URSS, numan 
bisericilor deschise a crescut, două noi biserici s'a 
construit la Tblisi și câte una în localităţile Roustav 
Chindisi și Gardobani. Sunt deschise 10 mânăstiri d 
călugări și 7 de maici. La Tblisi se construiește o nou 
catedrală în care se va aniversa 2000 de ani de creștinisr 
si 1500 de ani de existenţă a Bisericii Georgiei. 

Există două Academii teologice, 3 seminare și câtev 
licee ortodoxe. 

Patriarhul Elie II a intervenit în conflictele politic 
care răscolesc regiunea Caucazului. 

Reamintim că Biserica Ortodoxă Georgiană dateaz 
din secolul al IV-lea și a fost recunoscută autocefală d 
Moscova în anul 1943 și de Constantinopol în anul 199! 
Ea posedă Biblia în limba georgiană, tradusă de actual 
Patriarh Elie II, membru al Comitetului Ecumenic : 
Bisericilor. 

(S.O.P., nr. 197, Avril 1995 


COMEMORARE 
Vremea rece na împiedicat mii de credincio: 
bucureşteni să fie prezenţi la 1 | Aprilie a.c. la mânăstire 
Cernica, din apropierea Capitalei, pentru a lua parte | 
slujba prin care s'au celebrat 40 de ani de la canonizare 
Sfântului Ierarh Calinic de la Cernica (+1868). 
Sfânta Liturghie a fost săvârșită de P.F. Patriar 
Teoctist, însoțit de un sobor de preoţi și diaconi. 
Moaștele Sfântului Calinic, păstrate în naosul biserici 
sunt loc de închinăciune pentru drepteredincioşii cai 
vizitează acest sfânt lăcaş. 
(Viaţa Cultelor, 14 Aprilie 199; 


ORTODOXIA JAPONEZĂ 

In anul 1861, călugărul rus Nicolai Kassatkin 
întemeiat această Biserică, botezând peste 20 de mii 
credincioși în credinţa ortodoxă şi traducând în japone 
Biblia și principalele cărţi de slujbă. Mort în anul 191 
el a fost canonizat în anul 1970 de Biserica Ortodo 
Rusă, iar catedrala ortodoxă din Tokyo se nume 
“Nicolas-do” (Casa lui Nicolae). 

Dioceză a Patriarhiei Moscovei înainte de pri 
Război mondial, Biserica Ortodoxă Japoneză a pri 
autonomia de Moscova în anul 1970, fiind condusă 
anul 1972 de Mitropolitul Teodosie. Numără 300,000 
credincioși, 150 de parohii cu numai 27 de preoți si 
diaconi, clerul fiind în întregime autohton. 

Revista Bisericii se numește “Seikyo-Jiho” (Mesage 

(S.O.P., nr. 197, Avril 19 
Preoteasa Zoe Vasil 
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rea Sfintia Voastră, iubite frate în Hristos, Vă aduc 
cere și calde mulțumiri pentru cuvintele de susținere 
entru felicitările adresate cu prilejul Sfintelor Paști. 
fel ne-am bucurat foarte mult şi de vizita făcută în 
ropolia noastră a P.C. Părinte Richard Grabowski, cu 
ze am slujit împreună împărtășindu-ne din același Sfânt 
ir, în biserica Sfântul Nicolae din Chișinău, în ziua de 
ninică 7 Mai 1995. De asemenea Părintele Grabowski 
chard a vizitat şi alte parohii din Chişinău si a facut 
ostinta de problemele și necesităţile noastre. 
Prin intermediul Părintelui Grabowski, Vă-am trimis 
„partea noastră o icoană pentru P.S. Voastră, ca să ne 
meniţi si să Vă rugaţi pentru noi. 
iubite frate, P.S. Episcop Nathaniel, Noi, împreună cu 
rul si credincioșii de același neam și credință, cu toată 
gostea Vă adresăm invitaţia de a vizita Mitropolia 
astră la o dată pe care o găsiţi posibilă şi pe care Vă 
sam să ne-o comunicaţi. 
ă îmbrăţișez cu dragoste frateasca în Hristos Domnul 
stru. Hristos a Inviat! % 

+ PETRU 
Locţiitor de Mitropolit al Basarabiei 
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HRAMUL ANUAL 


al Mânăstirii Adormirea Maicii Domnului 
3389 Rives Eaton Rd., Rives Junction, MI 49277 
Phone/Fax: (517) 569-2873 


uni, August 14 


9:00 a.m. — Acatistul si Ceasurile 
0:00 a.m. — Sfânta Liturghie, urmată de masă 
6:00 p.m. — Priveghere cu Prohodul Maicii 
Donnului 
Marţi, August 15 
9:30 a.m. — Acatistul și Ceasurile 


10:30 a.m. — Sfânta Liturghie Arhierească cu P.S. 
NATHANIEL, urmată de masă și 
prezentarea planurilor de construcţie 
(Spovedanie înainte de Sf. Liturghie) 

2:30 p.m. — Sfântul Maslu 


Recomandăm o ţinută adecvată 
Drumul spre Mânăstire: 194 până la exit 138 - Rt. 
1127 Nord. Mergeţi 7.5 mile. Luaţi “Berry Rd./Rives 
Jet.” exit. Mergeţi la stânga pe Berry Rd. (dinspre 
Lansing la dreapta pe Berry Rd.) până la Rives 
Eaton Rd. unde se face la dreapta) aprox. | mila). 
Mânăstirea este pe stânga. 


HOTELURI: la intersecţia 194 cu Rt. 127: 
Super 8 Motel: 1-800-848-8888 
Budgetel Inn: 1-800-428-3438 

Holiday Inn: 1-800-HOLIDAY (465-4329) 

sau (517) 783-2681 
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La Inceputurile 
“Vetrei Românești” 


Viaţa religioasă a Românilor-Americani sa dezvoltat 
în paralel și împreună cu devenirea și prefacerea istorică 
a acestui grup și cu alăturarea lui deplină la viaţa Lumii 
Noi și în națiunea americană. Acest îndelungat proces 
istoric nu a fost ușor și nu sa dezvoltat “linear” adică 
dintro izbândă în alta. A fost o creștere anevoioasă, cu 
urcușuri și coborâșuri, cu bucurii dar și cu tristeţi așa cum 
este toată petrecerea pe pământ. Este totuși cu totul de 
mirare și spre laudă faptul că foarte curând după ce sau 
aşezat în Lumea Nouă, Românii ortodocși au întemeiat 
parohii si au zidit biserici, unele mai mici si altele mai 
mari, după puterea lor. In 1929 sa putut întemeia și 
Episcopia Română Ortodoxă din America. 

După ce primul Episcop al Românilor- Americani, P.S. 
Policarp Morusca a ajuns în 1935 în America, una dinre 
cele mai arzătoare probleme ce își aștepta grabnică, 
neîntârziată rezolvare a fost găsirea unui sediu perma- 
nent pentru birourile Episcopiei și a unei reședințe 
cuviincioase pentru Episcop. 

Ideea de a avea centrul diocezei undeva la “ţară” a 
aparţinut P.S. Policarp. Episcopul venea de la Mânăstirea 
Hodoș-Bodrog din Banat și el nu voia cu nici un chip să 
îşi aşeze reşedinţa întrun oraș mare, cu zgomot si 
îmbulzeală. El dorea să își aibă reședința întrun loc 
înconjurat de verdeață și în apropierea unei ape; un loc de 
reculegere spre care cu drag să se îndrepte toţi clericii $1 
poporenii. 

In primul număr al calendarului “Solia”, Episcopul 
Policarp a publicat un articol în care a menţionat câteva 
dintre gândurile sale privitoare la ce ar trebui să fie 
centrul Episcopiei Române Ortodoxe din America. Aceste 
reflecţii au fost făcute imediat după venirea Episcopului 
Policarp în America si deaceea ele au avut mai mult o 
valoare teoretică. Transpunerea lor în viaţă sa făcut în 
funcţie de realităţiile americane şi în raport cu 
semnalat că din perspectivă istorică devenirea sediului 
central al Episcopiei Române Ortodoxe din America nu 
a fost departe de gândurile primului ei lerarh. Proprietatea 
a fost cumpărată în anii imediat următori și la începutul 
lunii lulie 1938, noua reședință episcopală și centrul 
administrativ, întrun cuvânt complexul “Vatra 
Românească,” a fost solemn inaugurat. Solemnitatea de 
inaugurare a “Vetrei Românești” a avut un mare succes. 

Ziarul local, “Jackson Citizen Patriot,” a dedicat pagini 
întregi prezentării acestui eveniment foarte bine primit 
de către comunitatea locului. In același ziar sau publicat 
numeroase fotografii ale Episcopului Policarp și ale 
participanţilor la serbările solemne de inaugurare. 

Este de reţinut că la ceremonia de inaugurare a “Vetrei 
Românești” a participat și întâi stătătorul Mitropoliei 
Ortodoxe Greceşti din America, Arhiepiscopul 
Athenagoras, cel care mai apoi avea să devie Patriarh 
Ecumenic. De altfel relaţiile dintre Romanii-Americani 
si lerarhul grec au fost mereu cordiale $i nu întâmplător 

Cont. la pag. 24 
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CORA Cont. de la pag. 18 


privatizare. 
Opoziția în România pare că începe să se destrame. 
Activitatea organizaţiei CORA este importantă și se 
preconizează a se extinde pe următorii cinci ani. 
Colaborarea organizaţiei CORA cu Coaliția țărilor din 
Centrul și Răsăritul Europei (CEEC) este obligatorie. 
Ajutorul Coalitiei (CEEC) în procesul de democratizare 
al ţărilor din regiunile de centru și din răsăritul Europei 
este de o importanţă primordială. 


De la stânga la dreapta: A. Scala, Director CORA; 
Alfred Moses, Ambasadorul American la București; 
P.S. Episcop Nathaniel. 


Parohia Sfânta Maria Cont. de la pag. 19 


şantier. Am avut şi voluntari mai ales la început, cu 
vremea au mai obosit. Consiliul parohial, dacă nu a putut 
să fie mereu la lucru, mi-a dat tot concursul, ne-având 
nici o umbră de opoziţie în ceva, fiecare muncind câte 
ceva, după timp și puteri. Bucuria noastră este că totul 
este făcut de noi, de mâna noastră. Financiar, parohia a 
răspuns multumitor, unii mai mult decât ne asteptam iar 
alţii făcându-se până astăzi că nu pricep nimic despre ce 
tot vorbim. 

Două lucruri nu am putut să le facem noi: instalaţia de 
protectie contra incendiilor și finisarea dry-wall-ului, 
pentru care a trebuit să platim. 

Acum biserica se află în faza de pictare iar la sala de 
festivități ca si la rezidența parohială se fac lucrările 
finale. 

Din tot ce am putut vedea în anii care s'au scurs, Slavă 
Domnului nu fără rost, pot spune că este nevoe de oameni 
“cu suflet,” gata de sacrificiu oricând. Avem nevoie de 
ascultarea și înţelegerea credincioșilor mai ales atunci 
când se vede că se face ceva. Credincioșii, pe măsură ce 
văd, prind curaj și câștigă încredere. Referitor la baza 
economică, ea este în comunitate. Dacă aceasta nu este 
interesată in ceea ce face, atunci altcineva din afară nu va 
fi interesat deloc. 

Dar cine dă si voinţă si înfăptuirea, este El, cel ce 
poartă grijă de toate. s% 

Păr. Cornel Avramescu 
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Democraţia în aceste țări este ameninţătă dacă Statel 
Unite vor merge pe drumul izolării şi renunţă | 
responsabilităţile pe care le are în aceste regiuni a 
Europei. 3 

Activitatea Coaliţiei (CEEC) şi organizaţiei COR 
ajută ţările popoarelor noastre care suferă. 

Pentru mai multe informaţii despre CORA adresafi- 
Dlui Armand Scala 1000 Gelston Cir, McLean, VA 2210; 
2108. Tel. (703) 356-0016. % | 


Să 
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căci, după mama sa, viitorul Patriarh Ecumenic 
Macedo-Român. 

Inteun articol publicat în “Solia” din 17 Iulie, 1938; 
intitulat “I.P.S.S. Athenagoras,” Episcopul Policarp ară 
că Ierarhul Grec se afla la Detroit intro vizită pastoré 
şi auzind de inaugurarea “Vetrei Românești,” s'a grăbit 
vină pentru a participa la ceremonia oficială ţinută peni 
acest aşezământ “unic” in America. In același articol. 
mai arăta că între cei doi lerarhi existau relaţii de draga 
frăţească si că ei au avut o lungă și foarte folosito: 
discuţie despre viitorul Ortodoxiei pe pământul Lun 
Noi. Se poate spune că probabil pentru întâia dată 
vorbit atunci despre nevoia de a întemeia un corp religi 
care să cuprindă pe toţi ortodocşii din America. In a ic 
se arăta că sa discutat posibilitatea organizării un 
conferințe pan-Ortodoxe americane la care să partici 
toţi Ierarhii Ortodocși din America de orice nationalité 
vor fi fiind. In acel articol P.S. Policarp a spus că 
adăugat ...” cu îndreptăţită mândrie românească ag 
bucuros să găzduiesc pe Ierarhii ortodocși din Americă 
“Vatra Românească.” 

In anii ce au urmat “Vatra Românească” a continuat 
se dezvolte în mijlocul timpului istoric devenind simb 
si punct de referință pentru Românii-A mericani. * 

Alexandru Nemoia 
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